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The Association supported the return of the
V intage Sports-Car Club to Oulton Park by
organising a grid of pre 1966 rear-engine Grand
Prix cars. The meeting was very relaxed and the
weather excellent.  Being a bank holiday week-
end, many competitors had spent a long time
getting to the circuit, not helped by accidents
and broken down trucks on the motorway.  
23 cars entered including no less than five
Brabhams, three of them in Tasman specifica-
tion. Any  competition f or these Brabhams
would come from the earlier Cooper T53s of
Barry Cannell, Mark Gillies driving Rodney
Smith’s exampl e or Rod Jolley in the ex-
Brabham Cooper T45/51.
Practice times showed that Jason Minshaw in the
BT4 (deputising for father Alan) and Danny
Wright in Philip Walker’s BT11 were fastest by
some four seconds ahead of third man, Richard
Attwood with Gillies in fourth place, the first
non-Brabham car. Andrew Smith set an excel-
lent time to lead class 9 with Chris Bullimore
leading class 10. 
When the red lights went off, Richard Attwood
led into the first corner but was soon passed by
Jason Minshaw, Danny Wright and John Harper
in the fourth Brabham. Jason established a good
lead over a spinning John Harper and Danny
Wright who was suffering gear-box problems.
John Harper recovered to third with Danny clos-
ing in the race’s  final stages on a slowing Jason
Minshaw who finished only one five hundredth
of a second in front.  

Andrew Smith, Malcolm Ricketts and Barry Cannell.  photo Bill Allsopp

Marshall Bailey, Mike Haywood and Mark Griffiths.  photo Bill Allsopp

Richard Attwood ahead of Adrian van der Kroft.
photo Phil Jones

Hawthorn Memorial - Oulton Park - 28th May, 2005

Jason Minshaw ahead of Danny Wright lap Graham Burrows.  photo Phil Broster

Jason Minshaw, John Harper and Danny Wright.
photo Bill Allsopp
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The drummers at Dijon for the Grand Prix de l’Age d’Or.  www.racingpics.net

The grand prix cars - Nuthall’s Alta leads the way.  www.racingpics.net

Grand Prix de l’Age d’Or - Dijon - 25/26 June
As members may know the historic race track at Montlhery closed in 2004 and
the Grand Prix de l’Age d’Or, one of the oldest historic events in France, lost
its home. The French ensured the continuation of this ancient event by the
take-over of the excellent race meeting that HGPCA friend, Patrick Quiniou,
had been organising at Dijon for the past few years. Many extra races arrived
with the l’Age d’Or resulting in the Association being reduced from three to

two grids for the weekend, one grid of Grand Prix cars and one grid for
the sports-cars.
If your committee had been clairvoyant, they would have planned two
Grand Prix car races allowing all who had entered these cars to race.
With hindsight the sports-car race could have been cancelled and room
made for the Grand Prix cars – a mistake that caused considerable
upset amongst Grand Prix car owning members who had their entry
refused.
Welcome news was the return of Bob Gilbert with his Connaught A
type, very sadly short lived as a dropped valve in practice sidelined him.
Rainer Ott was competing in the white ERA R9B and Michael Gans
arrived with a beautiful and original Maserati 4CM. Quickest by a mile
or two in practice was Philip Walker in his Lotus 16. Philip, despite driv-
ing at considerably less than 10/10ths in the races, dominated pole
position at all times. Problems with engine missing (not literally) for
two of the Coopers of Mike Haywood and John Venables-Llewelyn and
a late start by David Bennett were the only other notable events in
practice. Nick Wigley’s Connaught led class 6 being second fastest
overall; fastest pre-war car was Rainer Ott in his ERA. After his engine
problems at Pau (broken crank), Martin Eyre was flying in the ex-Patsy
Burt Cooper setting ninth fastest practice time. A superb addition to
the grid were the Rettenmaier brothers driving a pair of Maserati 250F;
Josef was the faster, by less than a second, than brother Stephan.
Race 1 and a jumped start by Marc Valvekens in his Gordini resulted in

Jose Albuquerque fends off Whizzo Williams.  www.racingpics.net
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Philip Walker’s Lotus 16 ahead of Nick Wigley’s Connaught.  www.racingpics.net

John Clark and Don Orosco dicing in their Cooper Bobtail and Scarab.  www.racingpics.net
Brian Jolliffe and John Venables-Llewelyn in their Coopers

ahead of Paul Grant. www.racingpics.net

a visit to the ‘stop-and-go’ box; Mike Haywood,
who should have suffered the same fate, pitted
with a broken gear lever at the end of the first
lap.
Philip quickly established himself in the lead
with Rod Jolley a splendid second in the Monza
Lister. Front runner, Nick Wigley, pitted the
Connaught with ‘Wills ring’ problems; Rainer
Ott was driving superbly, humbling newer and
faster cars . A close battle developed between
Ian Nuthall in the Alta and Paul Grant in his
Cooper Bristol; they finished seconds apart in
that order. Martin Eyre and Allan Miles, both in
small engined Coopers (T43 & T41) raced close
together until Martin lost his clutch, leaving
Allan to finish a creditable 11th in the diminu-
tive car. 8th & 9th in the race were the two
250Fs of Jose Al buquerque and Joseph
Rettenmaier – a wonderful sight with both run-
ning close together.
The brilliant start in race 2 resulted in a visit to
the ‘S & G’ box for Rainer Ott with his ERA;
thereafter a very determined drive from the tail
of the field had him passing 13 other competi-
tors by race end. Midfield the blue Talbot of
Richard Pilkington and the blue Gordini of Marc
Valvekens upheld the colours of France. There
were two driver changes from race one; Barry
Williams was driving David Wenman’s A type
Connaught and Martin Stretton was let loose in
David Bennett’s Maserati A6GCM; Martin find-
ing the latter under geared for the long straight.
Dijon is a very fine circuit for historic cars lack-
ing any modern chicanes and allowing all to
stretch their legs up the long straight. The
weekend was hot, indeed very hot, and this
brought out a healthy crowd to watch the rac-
ing. As well as the excellent lunch supplied in
the Association Red Truck on Saturday and
Sunday, there was a BBQ supper with live band
provided by the organisers at the circuit on
Saturday evening. Not everyone’s cup of tea but
a generous offer and much appreciated by
those competitors staying in
Drum Braked Sports Cars
The Drummers produced a good grid for Eric

Helaine’s torrid event at Dijon. This venue is
appreciated by many historic combatants for its
period charm, relatively unaf fected by  the
attacks of Health and Safety and the like which
have spoiled the challenge of so many circuits.
Its acres of tarmac paddock and dusty environs
are not ideal in such heat but despite this there
were lots of spectators.
In addition to regulars Don Orosco had brought
his thundering Scarab, Irvine Laidlaw the elegant
250S and David Brock-Jest his Elva while we had
finally fixed the lack of Oscas with two from
Tony Bailey and Peter Mullen. Two invited Aston
Martins (with discs), from David Bennett and
Wolfgang Friedrichs made up the numbers. The
grid for the first race had John Clark’s Bobtail
ahead of Orosco by a whisker f ollowed by
Laidlaw, van der Kroft, Quattlebaum in the little
yellow Elva, Marshal Bailey’s Bobtail, Wenman’s
C-Type and Wigley’s Tojeiro.
Irvine Laidlaw, a little confused by the “French”
light system, made a poor start and of course
Orosco used the immense power of the Scarab
to take an early lead. By lap three the order was
Orosco, Clark, van der Kroft, Quattlebaum,
Laidlaw, Wigley, Wood in the RGS, Chris Keen
(up from the back in the Kurtis after missing
practice), Marshal Bailey, Jolliffe and Wenman.
By lap eight (which turned out to be just after

half distance in this “25 minute race”) the order
was Orosco, Clark, Laidlaw – recovering strong-
ly  af ter his tardy start – van der Kroft,
Quattlebaum, Keen, Wood, Wigley, Bailey,
Wenman, Jollif fe, Brock-West, Edney in the
pretty Lester and David Bennett’s Aston Martin.
Wenman pitted in the C-Type on lap 11. The
race ran out thus except that Marshal Bailey
overtook Wigley and Wood. The results of this
race created the grid for Race 2 on which
awards would, as is the custom, be based.
John Clark, driving as well as ever, led the sec-
ond race for the first six laps, which were event-
ful in that we lost Tony Bailey’s Osca with
engine problems on the green flag lap and Peter
Mann pitted on lap two. Alex Q in the Elva
clipped a spinning Chris Keen who retired the
Kurtis with a steering problem while the Elva
continued.
By lap 10 the order was Orosco, Clark, Laidlaw ,
van der Kroft, Wood, Wigley , Brock-Jest,
Wenman and Jolliffe and this order remained
unchanged until race end. Chris Jolly and Peter
Mullen finished in tight formation, the former
suffering a little from the heat in his closed
Aston Martin.
The HGPCA team produced food and fluids as
well as ever and the races seemed to be enjoyed
although close competition was rarely seen.


