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Grand Prix de l’Age d’Or

Josef Rettenmaier, driving his 250F superbly, took the lead for a short while on Sunday.  photo Richard Hampson

The Grand Pr ix de l’A ge d’Or moved from
Montlhery to the circuit at Dijon last year and
proved a success for the HGPCA members who
competed; sadly the organisers found that the
financial contribution to last year’s event from
spectators was not as much as hoped for and over
the winter a new backer had to be found. 
For 2006, the Association was offered two Grand
Prix car grids, with practice on Friday and racing
on Saturday and Sunday. After the successful
dbsc race at Dijon the previous year, we eventu-
ally persuaded the organisers to include an extra
grid for the HGPCA, a 30 minute race for these
cars. Very sadly, due to conflicting events and
perhaps ‘competitor exhaustion’, only a very
small grid of dbsc cars was assembled.  
Perhaps partly due to our request for a dbsc race
but also because of an additional race for ‘locals’
was included, last minute changes to the
timetable f or drivers briefing and practice

occurred which caught many out. At the sched-
uled time for the pre 1966 grid, only four drivers
were present and the briefing was cancelled to be
replaced at 0830 on Friday Morning – all but one
attended!
The first HGPCA practice session at 9am on
Friday was for the ‘drummers’. Nine dbsc took
part plus two invitees with disc braked cars, Philip
Walker’s Lotus 11 and David Smithies in his
Austin Healey 3000. John Clark was fastest in his
Bobtail with Philip some quarter second behind a
second faster than third placed man, Adrian van
der Kroft in his Bobtail. 
One hour later the pre 1966 grid assembled for
practice, seventeen of them with one missing,
Christopher Mann’s late arrival at the circuit
meant that he had to practice with the HGPCA’s
older cars.
Michael Schryver’s Lotus 18 was well ahead of
second fastest Richard Attwood in the BRM. Alan

Baillie was third whilst John Harper in fourth
place had to stop after only two laps of practice
when he found the Cooper low on oil. 
Later in the afternoon the pre 1961 cars assem-
bled for practice. Philip Walker’s beautiful Lotus
16 led the field considerably faster than Rod
Jolley’s Lister Monzanapolis in second place. Rod
visited the pits several times during practice to
check tyre temperatures and gauge optimum
pressure – it looked all very professional! After
his successful outing at Oulton, Stuart Harper
brought his unique Kurtis Indy Roadster to Dijon
to race again with the Association; the car ran
well to be third fastest just ahead of Nick Wigley
in the Connaught. Fastest in class 5 was Paul
Grant’s Cooper Bristol while fastest pre-war car
was Rainer Ott in the white ERA. 
An excellent start by John Clark enabled him to
lead the ‘drummers’ race with Philip second in
the disc braked Lotus and Adrian third in his



Bobtail. The rather thin field was reduced further
when Brian Jolliffe retired his Bobtail to the pits
with electrical problems, Ted Rollason missed a
gear in his Frazer Nash and buzzed the engine
whilst Tony Bailey stopped on the circuit. At half
distance Philip moved into the lead and no fur-
ther position changes took place before the race
ended. Our appreciation and thanks to those
‘drummers’ who competed but it was not an
exciting race. 
A good clean start to the pre 1966 race heralded
what should have been 30 miniutes of excellent
racing; sadly it ended after 11 laps when Jose
Albuquerque’s Lotus collided with the barriers.
To many of the drivers, this was a relief as by then
most of the track was coated with oil making driv-
ing very difficult. In the race Micheal Schryver’s
Lotus and John Harper in his Cooper pulled well
ahead of the rest of the field and battled for the
lead. By lap 8 John had passed the Lotus to be the
winner when the race was stopped. Further
down the field, Richard Attwood, after a good
showing in practice, found the BRM engine lack-
ing guts and slipped back. 
The grid for Sunday’s race was the finishing order
of Saturday’s race and pole man John Harper had
a slow start allowing Michael to lead lap one with
Nick Wigley second in his Cooper and, behind
him, Sid Hoole in the V8 engine Cooper.  Harps
slow start was explained by his visit to the pits
with gear box problems. A lengthy stop enabled
him to rejoin the race immediately behind race

leader Michael’s Lotus but only for two laps when
he retired. Midfield an excellent race developed
between the Lotus of Chris Mann and the
Coopers of Tony Ditheridge, Jean-Louis Duret
and Mark Clubb. Only just missing a podium fin-
ish with his Lotus/BRM was Michael Wanty; one

more lap and he would have passed Richard’s
slowing BRM.
There was drama at the start of the first race for
HGPCA pre 1961 Grand Prix cars. Electrical prob-
lems at the circuit meant that the red starting
lights failed to work and the race was started by
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Nick Wigley battles for the lead with John Clark.  photo Richard Hampson

The Grants - Paul and Mary - drop round to Nick Wigley’s motorhome for tea and cakes (or is that a bottle
of champagne)  What do youthink!  photo Richard Hampson

Rod Jolley and Ian Nuthall
photo Richard Hampson

Stephan Rettenmaier in his beautiful Maserati 6CM
photo Richard Hampson

The Pre ‘66 cars led by Harper, Wigley and Attwood
photo Richard Hampson

Brian Jolliffe and Adrian van der Kroft in Cooper
Bobtails with the invited Healey 3000



Rod Jolley and Philip Walker.  photo Richard
Hampson
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Richard Attwood’s BRM looking incredible but not performing well.  photo Richard Hampson

use of the national flag; sadly not all the drivers
understood the actions of the starter and only
after furious waving did the front row realise that
he wanted them to move! Rod Jolley led the field
at the end of lap one with Philip Walker’s Lotus
second and the Connaught of Nick Wigley third.
Stuart Harper had the Kurtis Indy car fourth
whilst Josef Rettenmaier was fifth in his 250F
Maserati. The Connaught and Kurtis swapped
placed a number of times before Nick estab-
lished a lead clear ahead of Stuart. Scotty Taylor
in is Cooper and Peter Mann in his stripped
Frazer Nash raced closely in mid-field as did
Michael Parr in his Cooper Bristol racing against
Ian Nuthall’s Alta. Lap nine and Rainer Ott’ race
in the ERA ended when the gearbox cried
“enough”; at the same time, Philip put the Lotus
into the lead, a position he was to hold until the
end of the race.
When warming up Philip’s Lotus on Sunday
morning, it was found that the head gasket had
failed and Ian, on checking the slowing Alta in
the Saturday race, found that he has a similar
problem with the Wills rings on the Alta. With
Rainer out, this reduced the grid to 18 cars –
enough to  still make a good race. The start
lights failed again but this time the front row
were ready for the antics of the starter and John
Clark made an excellent start from the third row
to be leading the field at the end of the first lap.
A superb race developed between the front run-
ners, Nick Wigley in the Connaught, John Clark’s
Cooper and Stuart in the Indy car; Rod Jolley
should have been there as well but a spin on the
first lap dropped him back, however it was a
pleasure to see him catch up with the leading
group although not quite fast enough for him to
finish on the podium. Josef Rettenmaier drove
the Maserati 250F superbly and at one point was
leading the field. There was no doubt that this
was one of the best races of the day!
The Red Truck was set up in the paddock for
members use and as is the custom nowadays, a
superb barbeque on Friday night was followed
by excellent lunches on both Saturday and
Sunday –all arranged by Stella and Ian.  Thanks
due, of course, to Chris and Sandy Wilson for
their unique ‘facility’, the ‘salad choppers’ and
BBQ helpers as well as our scrutineers – Mike
(and Heather) Hoggarth, Brian Gilbart-Smith
and Terry Rogers.  

Hubert Fabri, Paul Grant and Rainer Ott. 
photo Richard Hampson 

Rest and relaxation at the Red Truck.  photo Richard Hampson

John Clark and Philip Walker with an undressed Lotus 16.  photo Richard Hampson

Scotty Taylor, Stephan Rettenmaier and Nick
Wigley - not necessarily racing in that order!. 
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EVENTS

Silverstone Classic
The entry list for the two HGPCA Grand Prix
car races at Silverstone Classic are included
with this newsletter. Outline timings are test-
ing on Thursday 27th, qualifying practice on
Friday 28th with one race for each grid on
Saturday and Sunday. 
There wil l be other races, parades and
demonstrations of many different sorts over
the weekend. 
On Friday evening, the Association will be
holding a BBQ for all competitors in our two
races at the Red Truck, situated in the pad-
dock.
The office has a number of tickets for the
event.  If you would like to call Stella on
+44(0)20 7697 3097 she can send you some
on a first come basis.

VSSCC Donington SeeRed
23rd/24th September

The VSCC are celebrating 100 years of Grand
Prix  car racing at  thei r race meeting at
Donington in September. There will be races
and displays of Grand Prix cars from the ear-
liest times to present days and the whole
weekend promises to be a exceptional oca-
sion.
The Association will be organising a race for
pre 1966 Grand Prix cars and in conjunction
with the VSCC will be assembling a grid for
the Ron Flockhart Trophy race, a race for pre
1961 Grand Prix cars (including rear-engine
cars up to 2 litre).
HGPCA entry forms will be sent early next
month to all Association members who have
indicated their wish to be invited to race. If
you receive an entry from direct from the
VSCC, complete it and return to Stella at
Gifford Street.
On Thursday there will be a test day on the
circuit with no noise restrictions; Friday will
also be a test day but cars will be restricted to
a limit of 98db.

Welcome to new members
Daniel Collins  -  Lotus 21

Burkhard List  -  Emeryson Jaguar
Andrew Wareing  -  BRM P261
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Grand Prix Book
This excellent book has been published to co-incide with the anniversary of one
hundred years of our kind of racing.  Renewing Full members will receive a copy
automatically but additional copies can be purchased directly from the office or the
Red Truck at race meetings.  Cost £30 plus p&p if required.

To order your copy(copies) please complete this form and post/fax to Gifford Street

Name ...........................................................................................................................

I would like to order ................ copy(ies) of 100 Years of Grand Prix at a cost of
£30 each plus p&p if required. 

Please debit the credit card used for my renewal or the card detailed below:

......................................................................................................... exp ........./..........

THE FOURTH 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC
MOTORSPORT SHOW 2007

Good news that Europe's premier show for
historic motorsport is back, at the same
venue - Stoneleigh Park, near Coventry.

The new date, 23-25 March 2007, a full
month later than previous shows, offers the
promise of better weather and longer day-
light hours.

Goodwood Hog Roast
Friday 1st September

David Clark, Angie O’Rourke, Alain de Cadenet
and Tony Smith invite HGPCA Members to their

Hog Roast at Goodwood on Friday 1st
September.

Music will be the return of David Fitzsimmons
band THE STAXS who are back with Louise

Marshall  and they are excited to have Kenney
Jones band THE JONES GANG, this is made up

of Kenney (The Faces/The Who) Robert Hart
(Bad Company) and Rick Wills (The

Faces/Foreigner).  There will also be some sur-
prise guests.

To purchase tickets, please click on the link to
the Hog Roast 2006 page:

http://www.honeypot.co.uk/GoodwoodHogRoast2
006.htm  We hope you will be able to attend.
Not only has the programme increased but

arrangements have been made to guarantee bet-
ter temperature!  Holding it  two weeks earlier

should help!!

Bring as many friends as you can.

Bentley Drivers Club-
Silverstone

The Association is an invited club to the BDC
Silverstone race meeting on Saturday 19th
August. There will be allcomers scratch and
handicap races for which HGPCA cars are eligi-
ble. Copies of the entry form and regulations are
held at Gifford Street; call Stella if you require a
set or telephone the BDC direct on 01844
208233

The Giro Automobilistico
dell'Umbria

The lists are now open for owners of Sport, GT
and Touring cars manufactured before 1966 to
enter this exciting event on October 5th to 8th.
To remind you, our friend Patrizia Capuzzo is
organising a road rally with circuit special stages
in the charming tourist and cultural area of
Umbria region in Italy. The event will cover
about 570 km, 163 of them on special stages. 
Entry forms f orm AM UB Magione S.p.a,
Autodrome dell'Umbria, Via santa Giuliana 82,
06063 Magione-Perugia, Italy  



At 2.7 miles in length, not only is Oulton Park one
of the longer circuits in the United Kingdom, it is
also a difficult and exciting circuit and, since the
arrival of MotorsportVision, well maintained and
hospitable.
The Association was supporting the annual VSCC
Hawthorn Trophies meeting. The grid for Grand
Prix cars manufactured before 1966 was arranged
by the HGPCA whilst the race for the earlier GP
cars and the dbsc race was co-ordinated by us in
association with the VSCC. Included in both
these latter races were cars and competitors not
part of the Association. 
Practice for the pre 1961 grid took place in many
diff erent sessions but the resultant timings
showed that Mark Gillies in Rodney Smith’s light
green ERA, R3A, was some two seconds faster
than any other competitor with Barry Baxter’s
TecMec second and Duncan Ricketts, guest driv-
ing for Mac Hulbart, third in R4D. Paul Grant with
the Cooper Bristol posted a time seven hun-
dredths of a second faster than Ian Nuthall’s Alta;
sadly the Alta suffered engine damage and non-
started. It was a pleasure to welcome two new
members racing for the f irst time with the
Association, Australian Scotty Taylor in his ex-Jim
Russell Cooper T45 and Scotsman James Willis in
the ex-Simon Hope Peirce MG.
A mixed grid of disc and drum-braked sports cars
was assembled for the sports-car race; eleven of
the nineteen starters for practice came from the
Association and fastest by half as second was
Adrian van der Kroft’s Cooper Bobtail just ahead
of Malcolm Ricketts in the Lotus Eleven. 
21 competitors entered the HGPCA pre 1966 race
but sadly a potential winner, Richard Attwood

with his BRM, was still having engine problems
and non-started. Rod Jolley in his faithful ex-
Brabham Cooper posted fastest time in the ses-
sion dedicated to the HGPCA race but only just,
Barry Cannell was less than as second adrift with
Malcolm Ricketts snapping at his heels. As is his
custom, Bill Kirkpatrick was the fastest car in
class 9 whilst new member (but experienced TGP
racer) Dan Collins placed the ex-Chris Smith
Lotus 21 fastest in class 10. It was really nice to
see Richard Longes’s Cooper back in action after
its early exit at Pau two weeks earlier; bringing up
the tail of the field was Scotty Taylor having a sec-
ond outing in the small engined Cooper T45.  
The second race in the afternoon was the
Hawthorn Memorial (pre 1961) and the

Hawthorn Spanish (pre-war) combined races.
Great agitation on the grid from the leaders, for
despite a slow formation lap, it took ages to place
the back cars in their correct slots and pre-selec-
tor gear-boxes were starting to complain. As a
result, Mark Gillies had a slow start in the ERA
allowing Duncan Ricketts in the black ERA to lead
followed by Barry Baxter. Lap 1 and the first car
across the start line was the TecMec, R4D second,
R3A third with Stuart Harper in the Kurtis Indy-
Roadster fourth just ahead of a hard charging
Paul Grant and the relaxed Hubert Fabri in his
beautiful DBR4 Aston. Lap 4 and Duncan was on
the tail of Barry only to spin the ERA and retire a
lap later. Mark Gillies took the lead on lap nine to
take the winners flag. 
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VSCC Oulton Park, Saturday 10th June, 2006

Pole man and eventual race winner Mark Gillies (No 44) making a slow start in the Pre ‘61 race.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Rod Jolley back to maximum attack and Malcolm Ricketts.  photo Jim Houlgrave



Page 7 NL6/06 ,J U LY N E W S L E TT E R

Association interest in the dbsc race  centered on Tony Bianchi’s
Farrellac, Adrian van der Kroft’s Cooper and Malcolm Ricketts little
Lotus. Initally all there were in this order on the track but by lap eight
and the Bobtail led the trio only for Tony and Malcolm to pit on the fol-
lowing lap, one lap before the end. Hugo Shipley had a good race in
Tom Candish’s silver Lotus well ahead of other HGPCA drummers. 
Without doubt the best race of the afternoon was the HGPCA pre 1966

race. The Lotus of Malcolm Ricketts and the Coopers of Rod Jolley and Barry
Cannell constantly swapped  places for the lead and they raced nose to tail
throughout the race. Lap 8 and Malcolm was in the lead whilst Rod was now
second and Barry third. Lap 9 and Rod led but poor Barry slowed having had
an ‘oil-bath’ from the Lotus in front of him. The final results and gaps
between the first three cars are not indicative of the excellent race that these
leading three had throughout. After a slow start, Sid Hoole moved the V8
Cooper up through the field only for the engine to go off song near the end.
Mid field had Dan Collins in the 1.5 litre Lotus and the larger engined Lotus

Race winner Rod Jolley flanked by Malcolm
Ricketts and Barry Cannell.  photo Houlgrave

Bob Gilbert, Martin Grant Peterkin and
Jonathan Palmer.  photo Jim HoulgraveHubert Fabri, Ian Landy, Graham Burrows and Tony Stephens.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Bill Kirkpatrick and Sid Hoole.  photo Jim HoulgraveBarry Cannell having trouble with his brakes.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Adrian van der Kroft and Malcolm Ricketts at Dear Leap.
photo Jim Houlgrave

The Pre ‘61 grid assembly.  photo Jim Houlgrave
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of Chris Mann closely matched. 
As is the custom, Chris  Wilson was on the spot with
the Red Truck and Stella, as always, fed us an excellent
lunch. Unfortunately some Association prizegiving was
missed due to other duties (VSCC) – members contin-
ued support for our races is very much appreciated –
please carry on.  

Peter Mann and Frazer Nash.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Simon and Karen Hope with Adrian van der Kroft. 
photo Jim Houlgrave

Arbuthnot Latham Team: 

Jim Hudson, Katherine White, 
Robert Crofton, Paul Denman 

David Heath, Debbie Phillpotts. Andrew
Whitton and John Reed

Tel: 020 7012 2500  
Email: motorsport@arbuthnot.co.uk

Arbuthnot House, 20 Ropemaker Street,
London, EC2Y 9AR
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