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Silverstone Classic
28th/30th July 

This event takes place on the Silverstone
Historic Grand Prix circuit – one of the most
exciting circuits in Europe. The Association
will be supporting the meeting with two grids
of Grand Prix cars, initially based on front and
rear-engine but final selection will depend on
the quality and quantity of cars entered. 
There will be untimed testing on Thursday
27th for competitors entered in the event with
qualifying practice on Friday and a twenty
minute race for each grid on Saturday and
Sunday. Closing date for entries is Monday
3rd July.

Old-Timer Grand Prix –
Nurburgring 11-13 August

An entry form and a letter of explanation is
included with this newsletter to all members
who have indicated on the intention to race
form their wish to be invited to race at this
event. Please complete the entry form and
return by  7th July.
Remember that entries in the HGPCA Grand
Prix car race (R6) and the ‘drum-braked
sports-car’ race (R3) should return their entry
to Gifford Street and NOT to the AvD in
Germany.
The Grand Prix car race is open to all pre
1961 Grand Prix cars, both front and rear-
engine including 2.5 litre rear-engine cars.
Should the entry  exceed the maximum
allowed on the track, preference will be given
to front-engine cars. 
The Drum-braked Sports-car race is in two
parts, a 60 minute race on Saturday with, if
wished, two drivers and a second 11 lap race
on Sunday.
We have been particularly asked to support
the event as the Ferrari/Maserati Challenge
will not be coming to the ‘Ring this year.
If you would like to enter the races at the
Nurburgring but do not receive an entry form
with this Newsletter, contact Gifford Street. 

Pau HistoriqueEvents Update

John Clark flying ahead of Nick Wigley both in their Cooper T51s.  photo Richard Hampson

The Grand Prix Historique de Pau traditionally follows on a week after the more famous Monaco his-
toric weekend. Both events run on demanding historic street circuits near the Mediterranean which
either continue to, or have in the past, hosted F1 Grand Prix racing.  This is where their similarities
end. Where Monaco is brash, Pau is sublime – where Monaco obstructs, Pau welcomes; brushed out
of Monaco almost before the end of the race by the modern F1 invaders, members moving on to Pau
were able to enjoy a relaxed weekend in glorious sunshine. 
The HGPCA were providing two grids of Grand Prix cars for the Pau meeting, one based on pre 1961
front-engine Grand Prix cars, including small rear-engine Coopers and the other on pre 1966 rear-
engine Grand Prix cars. An excellent entry of six V8 engine cars in the later race was complimented by
nineteen other cars to fill the grid.
Sadly the pre 1961 grid was depleted by two when Jose Albuquerque’s 250F Maserati savaged the back
of Michael Steele’s C type Connaught at Monaco the preceding weekend. Nevertheless, the ‘big
beasts’ were still well represented by Tony Smith in his Ferrari, Hubert Fabri in his Aston, Nick Wigley
in his B type Connaught, Rod Jolley  in his gleaming Monza Lister Jaguar and Duncan Dayton in his
Lotus 16. 
Each grid was allowed 30 minutes practice and two 30 minute or 14 lap races. 
Practice for the pre 1961 grid was fortunately uneventful on the track, the only problem being David
Wenman’s Connaught pitting after two laps with a misfire.  This proved to be valve problems –
repaired over lunch by his hard working crew. Fastest by a proverbial mile was Duncan’s Lotus, some
four and a half seconds faster than second place men, Nick Wigley  with Tony Smith third fastest just
ahead of John Clark in his diminutive  Cooper. Heading class 5 was Paul Grant, flying around the cir-
cuit in his Cooper Bristol whilst first pre-war car on the grid was Paddins Dowling handling the ex-
Nick Mason ERA superbly in his first race with the Association.



At the end of the practice session for the pre 1966
grid, Duncan posted a time 5/100ths of a second
faster than Nick Wigley’s Cooper with John
Harper two tenths of a second slower in third.
Tony Ditheridge led class 9 with John Elliott
fastest in class 10. Sadly Richard Longes in his first
race with the Association, touched a barrier and
retired as did Francois Duret who did so with
rather more severe results. The other non-starter
was possible front runner, the Minshaw Brabham
(father & son) after son had had an off. 
As the cars were called to the start line for the
first race of the pre 1966 grid, Duncan’s pole
position Brabham suffered a suspension ball-joint
breakage; rapid repair got him into the race to
start from the pit-lane at the rear of the pack.
Nick Wigley led the race with John Harper on his
tail for the first few laps but just as John passed
the gear-box f ailed causing his retirement.
Further down the field, a close race developed
between Alan Baillie and Tony Ditheridge, too
close at one point when the latter collected the
rear of  Alan’s Cooper causing him to spin.
Duncan moved steadily through the field up to
eighth by lap 4 but by the end was unable to
catch the leaders, finally finishing third. John
Clark had a excellent but lonely race to second
place some twelve seconds behind Nick Wigley’s
winning car. 
For the first race of the pre 1961 grid, many of the
same runners were at the front - in different cars
of course. Duncan made a slow start in the Lotus
16 allowing Nick to initially lead in his Connaugth
with John Clarke third in his other Cooper.
Thereafter the Lotus led but an excellent battle
developed for second place between the
Connaught, the Cooper, Tony Smith in his
Ferrari and Rod Jolley in his Lister Jaguar. Initally
it looked like Duncan had the race wrapped up
but for the last couple of laps the engine in the
Lotus started to cut out on corners allowing the
chasers to close within a second of him. Further
down the field, Paul Grant was having an excel-

lent race with Jean-Louis Duret finally passing
him on the penultimate lap as they crossed the
start line. 
With the grid for Sunday’s racing decided by the
finishing order of Saturday’s race, Duncan’s Lotus
16 was in pole position and, having been a sec-
ond faster that anyone else in race one, looked a
likely winner. Lap two and Richard Pilkington’s
Cisitalia lost a rear wheel (fortunately with no fur-
ther damage to driver or car) causing the safety
car to be brought on to the track. Jean-Louis
Duret had a very slow start and had to work hard
to finally get up to seventh place. The race settled
down and it looked as though the front positions
were confirmed until right at the last moment,
Tony Smith missed a gear in his Ferrari and was
almost passed by the silver bullet of Rod Jolley. At
the HGPCA prizegiving, Duncan Dayton was pre-
sented with the Alberto Ascari Trophy being the
first front engine car in the race as well as overall
winner.

Drama in the assembly area of the pre 1966 grid
when Alan Baillie found that the bolt holding his
steering column together had sheared (almost
certainly as a result of the bump in race one); a
very rapid repair managed to get him on the track
in the correct starting spot. 
Nick Wigley, on pole, made a very slow start
(brain & car out of gear?) allowing John Clark and
Duncan Dayton to lead him at the end of the first
lap. Alan Baillie had an excellent start and was
right with the leaders initially but lacked the
power to hold the cars with 2.5 litre Climax
engines. With the same problem was Duncan, the
V8 engine of his Brabham sounding superb but
did not have enough ‘grunt’ to stay with the larg-
er engine cars up the hill after the Virage de la
Gare. Excellent races developed throughout the
field; Brian Jolliffe and Mark Clubb in their iden-
tical Cooper T45’s finished half a second apart as
did Eddie Perk (having a guest drive in his unique
Heron) and Trevor Needham a little further back. 
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Tony Ditheridge has a bad start on Sunday.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Brian Horwood and John Elliott on parade in the Pau’s streets - just in case the public didn’t know there
was a race meeting going on!  photo Jim Houlgrave
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Tony Smith in the magnificent Dino and Rod Jolley in the gleaming Monza.  photo Richard Hampson

Francois Duret and Eddy Perk having an unfortu-
nate time.  photo Jim Houlgrave

The hospitality  supplied by Stella and Ian
Douglass at the Red Truck was superb and much
appreciated by all.  Sadly the Saturday evening
gala dinner arranged by the event organisers
lacked any sparkle (possibly due to the recent
death of Pau’s charismatic mayor) but this did
not take anything away from a very enjoyable
weekend’s racing. 

Duncan Dayton’s Lotus 16 ahead of Nick Wigley’s
Connaught.  photo Richard Hampson 

Richard Pilkington in the 4 wheeled Cisitalia ahead of Paddins Dowling.  photo Richard Hampson

George Fowles - star of the local press
photo Jim Houlgrave

Richard Longes ‘parks’ the Cooper.  
photo Jim Houlgrave 

John Clark and Eleanor enjoy a very successful
weekend in Pau.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Hubert Fabri glides round the street circuit in his
Aston Martin DBR4.  photo Richard Hampson



Prizegiving at the Red Truck.
photo Jim Houlgrave

Rosemary and Dick Smith stroll to the paddock
with Ian Nuthall.  photo Jim Houlgrave
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Pre ‘61 Podium.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Pre ‘66 Podium.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Hoole Equipe through Brabham wheel
‘Art’ photography by Jim Houlgrave

Ian cooks up a storm.  photo Jim Houlgrave
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Grand Prix de l’Age d’Or – Dijon – 22nd/25th June
Entry forms were sent to members with the May Newsletter. Closing date for entries is Monday 12th
June; if you wish to enter but have not received an entry form, contact Gifford Street immediately. 

The Association will have three grids at the event, pre 1961 and pre 1966 Grand Prix car races and a
race for drum-braked-sports cars.

Latest provisional timings (subject to more changes!) are as follows

DriversBriefing Practice Race1 Race2
Sports-cars 6pm Thursday* 9.05 Friday 15.15 Saturday
Pre ’61 GP cars  11.30 Friday 15.00 Friday 14.05 Saturday  14.05 Sunday
Pre ’66 GP cars   09.00 Friday 10.25 Friday 10.25 Saturday  09.40 Sunday
* If you are not able to be at the circuit in time for this briefing, you must inform Martin in advance. 

The circuit need to know as soon as possible if you would like to ‘rent’ a pit garage. Please call Stella
(+44(0)20 7697 3097/email: stella@hgpca.net) by return.

Drum-braked Sports-cars
call for entries

A s members may be aware, almost without
exception, the HGPCA is required to pay for our
members’ races that we organise with outside
promoters. Sadly the races for Drum-braked
Sports-cars have not been very well subscribed
over the past twelve months resulting in a finan-
cial drain on the Association.
After considerable discussion, it has been decid-
ed by the Board, with the approval of Sheridan
Thynne, that production sports-cars of an
accepted pedigree and with International com-
petition history will be eligible to enter in our
dbsc races. We are confident that these produc-
tion sports-cars will compliment our current
sports-racing and Competition GT cars.

Events Update

INVITATION RACE
MotorSportsVision at Brands Hatch are holding a round of the DTM (German Touring Car)
Championship on their Indy circuit on the weekend of 30th June – 2nd  July. Due to cancella-
tion of another race, they have room in the timetable for an invitation race of pre-war racing
cars. Eligible cars will be those built between 1919 and 1940 running in two classes split at the
end of 1930. This will be a high profile event and a large crowd is expected. 30 minutes prac-
tice on Friday and with a 30 minute race on both Saturday and Sunday is being offered. The
£400 entry fee will include 4 weekend passes per entry. Members with suitable car should con-
tact Stuart Pringle on +44 (0) 1474 875202 or email stuart.pringle@ motorsportvision.co.uk

TEST DAY AT DONINGTON – Tuesday 4th July
Willie Green has a ‘noise’ track day at Donington Circuit on Tuesday 4th July. Any member
wishing to run their car(s) should call Caroline Blythe on 01332 819503 to book.  Cost will be
£300.  Depending on the number/type of cars, there may be sessions based on performance
but only selected groups have been invited to take part.

Arbuthnot Latham Team: 

Jim Hudson, Katherine White, 
Robert Crofton, Paul Denman 

David Heath, Debbie Phillpotts. Andrew
Whitton and John Reed

Tel: 020 7012 2500  
Email: motorsport@arbuthnot.co.uk

Arbuthnot House, 20 Ropemaker Street,
London, EC2Y 9AR

It’s not too late to enter a car for this years’
internationally renowned Festival of Speed
auction on 7th July. The Festival continues to
showcase a mouth-watering selection of cars
competing within the idyllic surroundings of
Goodwood House, and the Bonhams sale,
held on the Tapestry Lawn, has been an inte-
gral part of the event ever since its inception.
For further information or to enter a vehicle
for the sale, please contact Tim Schofield,
Marcus Ross, Robert Glover or James Knight
on the following: +44 (0) 20 7468 5801, +44
(0) 20 7468 5802 fax, or email ukcars@bon-
hams.com

Entry to the Goodwood Festival of Speed is either
by advanced ticket or catalogue purchase only.
Call Catalogue Sales on +44 (0) 1666 502 200 or
email subscriptions@bonhams.com - cost £30

Octane Media and the HGPCA have signed a partnership that we hope will pro-
vide benefits to both parties. You might be familiar with the magazine, which
includes a diverse mix of classic and historic racing cars, modern super cars, and
extensive coverage of news, events and personalities that make up the historic
car scene. During the rest of the season you will be able to read about the
exploits of the HGPCA at the various tracks around Europe. Octane also hopes
to profile some of the members, and their cars.  A free six month subscription
to all members will commence with the August issue.  If you already subscribe,
you will receive two copies.  Maybe you could let Stella know and give an alter-
native address for the ‘free’ copies.



Putting on a good sportscar race as part of the
40th Anniversary Celebrations of our friends at
the HSCC was never going to be easy. The attrac-
tion of the perceived glamour of Monaco made
sure of that.  But, if the HGPCA had not put on a
race for the ‘Drummers’ at Silverstone, they
would have waited until Dijon before their first
outing.

Our grid did include a strong group of big cars,
however, with Rodney Smith’s 300S for Mark
Gillies joined by Tony Bianchi’s monster Farrellac
and Jeremy Cottingham’s Ferrari TR, as well as
the earlier cars of Chris Keen (Kurtis), Josh Sadler
(Allard) etc. The HSCC had wanted a D-Type (the
marque had been represented in the original
Griffiths Formula Race in 1966) and Ben Eastick
drove the “family” car while frantic telephoning
by your co-ordinator identified Rupert Wood’s
Widi and Jamie McIntyre’s Rejo from a large
group who were mostly  otherwise engaged.
Sadly I had underestimated the performance of
these two light and fast cars. But even with these
additions only 19 cars practised.

Fastest qualifier was the Rejo, from Eastick,
Bianchi, Gillies and Keen. The official description
was Cloudy / Dry. It was also bitterly cold!

Practice times had been very close and at the
end of lap 1 in the race itself, Eastick led from
Bianchi, Gillies and the Rejo while, by the end of
lap 3, McIntyre was in second place close behind
the D-Type. During the seventh lap Eastick had a
big moment and the Rejo led, followed by Gillies,
B ianchi, Keen, Jeremy Cottingham and then
Eastick, Alex Quattlebaum in the Elva, Sadler
going as hard as ever in the Allard and David
Cottingham in the smaller Ferrari. Worth men-
tioning that David also drove in the first season of
Griffiths Formula races.

The race continued with the leading positions
of McIntyre, Gillies and Bianchi unchanged
despite Mark’s best efforts in the 300S making for
a very exciting battle. Meanwhile Eastick and
Rupert Wood (Widi) worked hard to recover
from their earlier incidents, while on lap 12 we
lost Quattlebaum’s Elva with an axle problem.
Following David Brock-Jest’s departure on lap 1
this brought the Elva content of the race from
two to zero.

Further down the field Brian Jolliffe ran well
(in the only Bobtail in the race) just ahead of
Tony Wood in the RGS with the welcome sup-
port of regular Drummers Nick Finburgh, Ted
Rollason, Tony Bailey and Chris Jolly. Special
mention should be made of David Morris in his
late father’s Le Mans Replica which was in the
very first HSCC Griffiths Formula Race forty years
ago (with its period luggage rack) and Dave
Saunders in the Gammon who commuted from
Brands Hatch (Friday & Sunday) without the aid
of a helicopter!

The HGPCA ‘drummers’ provided the feature
race and, therefore, the last race of the day, run-
ning whilst all other competitors and dignatories

watched from the comparative comfort of the
BRDC Suite.  At the end of the race, all cars were
directed to park outside the BRDC where group 

photographs were taken and all drivers invited in
for drinks still wearing their overalls.

(Sheridan Thynne)
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RACE RESULTS
HSCC40th Anniversary Meeting - Silverstone - Saturday 20th May, 2006

Drum-Braked Sport-Cars at Silverstone - 20th May, 2006

Competitors in the Griffiths Trophy race pose in front of the BRDCSuite. photo Charlie Wooding
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Jeremy Cottingham and Josh Sadler
photo Charlie Wooding

Ferrari and Kurtis - Cottingham and Keen
photo Charlie Wooding

The drivers ‘park up’ outside theBRDC Suite
photo Charlie Wooding

Important Notice

SAFETY CAR
At some of the events that the Association sup-
ports, organisers deploy a safety car on the cir-
cuit to control the competing cars in the case of
an accident. . The purpose of the safety car is to
allow track marshals to clear any obstruction
whilst allowing the  competing cars to continue
to circulate. The safety car is expected to pick up
the race leader and slow the race to allow a con-
voy of cars to develop behind it. 

As a competitor, if you see the sign ‘SC’
deployed around the circuit at marshal posts,
you are required to slow down from racing
speeds but continue fast enough to catch up the
rear of the convoy. This may require you to drive
at a rather faster speed that you would expect, of
course remembering to be particularly careful
when passing the obstruction.  
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Comparisons between Monaco ‘79 and ‘06
Only Corrado Cuppellini and I were competitors
in the above two events, and over a quarter of a
century having passed since the first which also
was to sow the seeds of the HGPCA, is it appro-
priate perhaps to draw comparisons?

Monaco itself has evolved, but the circuit and the
ambience is essentially the same, just as challeng-
ing, and a real MUST TICK for every historic rac-
ers' box of events-to-do.

To commence, I'd like to highlight the differ-
ences between the two events which include:

● Our 1979 race was the support race to the F1
Race (won by Ferrari/Jody Schecter), so there
was the massive pre-F1 race buzz.
● Our paddock/garage in '79 was where the
Grimaldi Forum now stands, and we could do a
little gentle spanner-work
bef ore being seduced by
the immediately-adjacent
"plage", 50 metres away.
From there the diversions
of restaurants and the (fre-
quently top-less) sun-wor-
shipping beauties, coupled
with swims to the floating
div ing platforms, were
enough to ensure that
Monaco was indeed a race-
meeting with a difference!
● We entered (and left) the
race-circuit at the virage
Portier, just before the tun-
nel
● Being a 50th anniversary
race, the cars were all pre-
war, and we were restricted
to 24 on the grid.
● The AC de M being pre-occupied, we set a
future trend for HGPCA and imported all our
own scrutineers etc.
● We all did things 'on a shoe-string', with tow-
cars and open trailers. No motor homes or fancy
hotels - we camped in gardens or stayed with
mates! I even drove my Alfa Monza there and
back on the road!
● Tommy Black and Candy Gilbart-Smith were
expecting, both had lovely daughters as it turned-
out!
● My decline in racing ability - descending from
the confidence and reactions of 'my prime', to
the caution of my autumn years!
● The Casino after the '79 race and the Gala din-
ner, where some of us attempted to be 'high-
rollers' for 10 minutes. In '06, it was bed and a
very early start for home!
● Our being paid for going, thanks to generous
sponsorship which we were able to extract from
Christies for the event.

So was '79 fun - YES - absolutely unforgettably.

Fast-forward to '06, and the event was just as
amazing, but in a different way. My impressions
include:

● Brilliant organisation by A C de M throughout.
Even accommodating my late Friday arrival hav-
ing driven overnight from London with an F reg
Volvo + open trailer! (Similar to '79)
● A wonderful dedicated " paddock" in the
Harbour area with 2 x 200 metre long temporary
awnings, subdivided into a large "garage" for
each race- car + spares + tools, bearing a sign
with the race number and brief car description.
● Complete absence of 'support-cars' in the pad-
dock  - everyone working on cars literally side-by-
side, (as in '79).
● The amazingly high quality of all the temporary
structures put in place for the F1 race.

● Masses of friendly and helpful paddock and cir-
cuit marshalls.
● The manic traffic-jams in Monaco, meaning
that walking was the 'way-to-go' (as in '79), but
how quickly after the circuit is re-opened, every-
thing gets back to normal.
● The sound of the race cars reverberating con-
stantly around and throughout the Principality
(as in '79).
● The similarity in the buzz to a full F 1 meeting
and the dichotomy between the enthusiasm of
the petrol -heads and the indiff erence of the
Monaco residents. (as in '79)
● The 'cleverness of the A C de M in keeping the
meeting "special", by doing it every two years,
despite the temptations of getting a double-use
of all the special race facilities which are created
or erected for the F 1 race weekend.
● The mandatory Drivers' Briefing. The event
may have been the Monaco Historique, but in
reality it was for 'historique drivers' - our average
age must have been over 60! Appalling when one
thinks about it!
● The two Saturday practice sessions - getting

ready to go-for-it, only to run out of fuel - sack the
mechanic!
● The race on Sunday itself, starting 27th out of
33. The adrenalin-fuelled rush  to St Devote and
the climb to Casino Square, jockeying for posi-
tion.
● The trying to keep out of trouble, and taking
one's time to pick-off gradually the cars slower
than mine. My inability to take the tunnel any-
where near 'flat'.  Some race cars in the barriers,
waved yellows all round the circuit as the pace
car came out.
● The feeling of desperate sympathy for those
who encountered trouble, so far from home. I
feel for you still, especially Alan and Robs!
● The tremendous Gala Dinner at the Sporting
Club, with its supporting acts, its fireworks and its
dancing.(as in '79 except for the pink cham-

pagne).
● The cocktails at the Hotel
de Paris, the yachts in the
harbour, the swims at the
beach, the restaurants and
the far-greater- than usual
enjoyment of a race meet-
ing by one's f amily or
friends old and new who
came along too, and who
helped to make it all so spe-
cial.

So would I recommend
what undoubtedly is the
most expensive racing
weekend in the World?
Absolutely. I was not able to
do Pau this year, nor to
Oporto in 2005. But I have

done most of the others, and still never experi-
enced any other event like Monaco.

For me the only events which come close to the
excitement, the spectacle and the ambience of
Monaco, are the F1 support races.  I recommend
that the HGPCA readers of the Article lobby for
support and for sponsorship to do what it takes
to allow as many of our members as possible to
re-create what the founders dreamed-of - "spec-
tacle and fun" - and to experience 'flagship'
HGPCA events, supporting (hopefully) at least
one F 1 race per year. I think the cost of getting
there (and back) warrants paying a bit more to
get a bit more, and it would be interesting to
know if others agree! 

Christopher  Mann

PS I'd like to dedicate this Article to the memory
of all those UK competitors from '79 who doubt-
less are 'on opposite lock' in another place -David
Black, Martin Dean, Patrick Lindsay, Cameron
Millar, Martin Morris and to Uwe Hucke without
whom there would not have been an event in '79.

Christopher Mann in his Lotus 18 at the 2006 Monaco Historique.  photo Jim Houlgrave
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He’ll have to be able to paint quickly!!  photo Richard Hampson The Scirocco get sorted in the Monaco paddock.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Rainer Ott and R9B return to the paddock, happy with both car and driver’s performance.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Monaco Manifique - Casino Square.  photo Jim HoulgraveHistorique pits - no truck, trailers or motorhomes.  photo Richard Hampson
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Chris and Sandy Wilson off to challenge the lap record.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Quintessentially Pau - the hotel balcony, the race track, the park and the Pyrenees -so much more relaxed than Monaco.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Left to right: Dick Smi th in his noisy Frazer Nash Nurburg, Ted Rollason in the
Smith P3 follow Brian Horwood up the hill.   photo Jim Houlgrave

Ted Rollason in Tony Smith’s giant P3 Alfa and M ichael Gans in his 4CM Maserati with
Paul Grant’s Cooper Bristol weaving his way between.  photo Richard Hampson


