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Hawthorn Memorial, Oulton Park,
Saturday 28th May

An entry list of the members entered for the
pre 1966 Grand Prix car race at the meeting
this weekend is enclosed.

Grand Prix l’Age d’Or Dijon, 
Friday - Sunday 24th/26th June 

Entry forms have been sent to all members
who registered their interest on the ‘availabil-
ity to race’; currently we are short of entries
and the closing date is only a few days away
on Tuesday 7th June. Please return your
entry as soon as possible. For the Grand Prix
car race, we have indicated that all cars in
classes 1 to 12 will be eligible. It is accepted
that this could cause large speed differen-
tials.  When entries close, it is intended to
make the best selection from the entries
received.

Grande Premio do Porto Historic
Friday – Sunday 8th/10th July

Plans for this event are speeding ahead.
Races for Formula Junior, Gentlemen Drivers
and Pre-War Sportscars are planned along-
side the HGPCA trio of Grand Prix and Drum-
braked Sports cars grid.  The circuit is almost
complete and we look forward to an exciting
event.  All members who have cars but have
not yet entered to race at Porto will receive a
separate letter and brochure with this
newsletter. Those who have already entered
should be reminded that rooms at the
Sheraton should be booked through Patricia
Caldeira on +351 21 413 5380/patric ia-
caldeira@f1talent.com and flights through
Susana Marques at GEOTUR on +351 21
842 2700/susana.marques@geotur.com to
obtain the generous allowance of 800 euros
being offered to HGPCA entrants.  Don’t for-
get, it’s not a problem if you wish to extend
your stay, just say          (cont. on Page 3)

EVENTS UPDAT E The Sun Shines in PAU
The Association returned to Pau this year with
two grids of GP cars (the pre 1961 grid was left
behind in 2004). Both grids of cars were a credit
to the HGPCA – in the pre 1961 grid, the addi-
tion of the Shell Ferrari/Maserati Challenge cars
added glamour from our members who had
used this means to enter. In the pre 1966 grid,
we had no less than seven of the glorious V8
engine cars racing, a sight and sound to behold.
Testing and qualifying practice were held in one

session with a f ive minute interval between
them. Last minute changes in the pre 1966 grid
had Simon Hadfield driving the Brabham in
place of Irvine Laidlaw who found himself rather
busier than planned; Rod Jolley’s Cooper filling
the hole in the grid caused by the non-starting
Marshall Bailey and Mark Clubb driving Michael
Haywood’s Cooper in place of John Harper – no
wonder the timekeepers got the names wrong in
the first set of results! Trevor Needham chris-

Nick Wigley in the lead in his Connaught, follwed by Ian Nuthall.  www.racingpics.net
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tened his first outing in the Cooper with a spin
(no damage) whilst Tony Ditheridge returned
from practice with a minor modification to the
nose of his Cooper after contacting the rear
wheel of Alan Minshaw.
Fastest in practice was Simon Hasfield just over
a second ahead of last year’s winner, Michael
Schryver in the Lotus 18. Duncan Dayton head-
ed class 11 with his Brabham BT11, two seconds
faster than Sid Hoole in the Cooper T66.  Mark
Clubb had a superb practice time to be in fifth
place on the grid and lead class 9. Murray Smith,
having his first outing with the Association for
many years, was tenth in Roy Walzer’s V8 engine
Lotus 24. 22 cars started practice and 22 finished
ready for Sunday’s races.
The earlier grid of cars had their practice prob-
lems, Alex Boswell breaking an oil pipe on the
way to the grid and Martin Eyre breaking his
crankshaft in the little blue Cooper. Rod Jolley

posted fastest time with John Clark and Nick
Wigley under a half second slower. Sadly the
timekeepers were confused by the many differ-
ent cars and the times recorded were vastly dif-
ferent from those of ‘pit-crews’. It was to make
for an interesting start the following day.
On Sunday morning, at a time when most sen-
sible racers were still resting, the rear-engine
cars assembled for their first race. Despite an
excellent start by Michael Schryver, the Laidlaw
Brabham, driven by Simon Hadfield, was in the
lead by the end of the first lap, a lead he steadi-
ly increased until the arrival of the pace car to
recover Brian Jolliffe and his Cooper after an
‘off’. The resulting closing up of the field

Pre 66 Race 2 start.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Pilkington’s Cisitalia ahead of Tony Stephens in the
Wenman ERA.  photo Jim Houlgrave

Winner Nick Wigley flanked by Rod Jolley (second) and John Clark (3rd)  photo Jim Houlgrave



ensured that a good race developed at the front
with Michael pipping Simon to win by inches.
Duncan Dayton was third in his Brabham just
ahead of the V8 Cooper of Sid Hoole. First in
class 9 was Andrew Smith with Trevor Needham
first in class 10. 
The expected battle between the nimble 1.5 litre
Cooper of John Clark and the bigger front-
engine cars ended after one lap when John pit-
ted with a serious misfire leaving Rod Jolley well
in the lead in the beautiful Monza Lister.  By lap
12 Rod was in the pits with a broken rotor-arm!
Nick Wigley’s Connaught inherited the lead in
front of a slow starting but fast closing Tony
Smith in the Dino Ferrari. Breakdowns included
Mat Grist with only one gear on the P3 Alfa, Geoff
Wil liams with a broken driveshaft and Alex
Boswell’s fuel pump failing. Jos Koster having his
first race in the ex-Drake Piccolo 250F Maserati
drove superbly to bring the car to the finish line
in 4th place just behind Stefan Schollwoeck’s
6CM. At the finish, Nick’s Connaught was one

second ahead of Tony’s closing Ferrari.
Simon Hadfield led the pre 1966 grid from start
to f inish for their second race although he
allowed Michael Schryver to close at the finish.
Two competitors were black-f lagged for an
unknown infringement of the rules; sensibly (?)
both ignored the flag, continued to race and
were classified in the results – it was that sort of
meeting! Midfield Trevor Needham and Mark
Griffiths had a good battle for the leadership of
class 10 whilst, ahead of them, Andrew Smith
and Mark Clubb disputed the lead of class 9. Two
V8 cars failed to finish, James King after one lap
with fuel problems and Roy Walzer near the end
with a mechanical failure.
The grid positions for the second front-engine
race was determined by the finish order of race
one; this meant that Rod Jolley started mid-field.
However by lap six of the 15 lap race he was up
to second place. At the start Tony Smith became
bogged down in the Ferrari but, from pole posi-
tion, Nick Wigley was flying in the Connaught
and held the lead from the start to finish. After
failure in the first race, a back of the grid starter
was John Clark in the little T43 Cooper; he rap-
idly advanced through the field to third place but
was well adrift of the front two. 
The organisation at Pau may not be up to the
standards that Mr. E would expect at F1 races but
it is very friendly and will always try and accom-
modate the many problems that our old cars
cause. The Grand Prix de Pau Historique is a
lovely meeting; a demanding and exciting street
circuit in a lovely hospitable town. The paddock
conditions may be similar to club meetings of the
1950s, however this year we were fortunate that
it only rained seriously on Friday night – over the
weekend the mud slowly disappeared!  The
party on Saturday night was a great success with
a screening of period footage of racing through
the streets of Pau.
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how long you wish to stay and you will pay
for the balance of the hotel costs.

HSCC Brands Hatch Superprix,
Sunday 24th July

This race is on the Brands Hatch Grand Prix
circuit. Entry form and regulations are
enclosed for all members who indicated their
wish to be invited to race - the race is for pre
1966 rear-engine cars only. Completed entry
forms should be returned to Gifford Street
before the closing date, Monday 27th June.
If you would like to race at Brands Hatch but
do not receive an entry form, contact Stella.

Silverstone Classic Race Meeting,
Friday – Sunday 29th/31st July

Another race on the Grand Prix circuit, in this
case the ‘Historic’ circuit. Regulations and
entry forms are included to all members
wishing to be invited to race. There will be
two HGPCA grids at this event, a race on
Saturday for Drum-braked Sports cars and
races on both Saturday and Sunday for
Grand Prix cars. 44 cars will be allowed to
start on the Historic Grand Prix circuit and
early indications from the ‘intent to race’
forms show that this number may not be
achieved by only selecting pre 1961 cars.
Entry in the HGPCA Grand Prix car race is
therefore open to all cars  of classes 1 to 10,
h o w e v e r, preference in the selection of
entries will be given to pre 1961 cars.
Completed entry forms (please note there
are two types of entry form - one for Grand
Prix cars and another for Sports cars) should
be returned to Gifford Street before the clos-
ing date, Wednesday 29th June.  

33rd AvD Old-Timer Grand-Prix 
at the Nurburgring, Germany 

Friday – Sunday 12th/14th August
Entry forms for this meeting - at which there
will be races for pre 1961 Grand Prix cars,
pre 1966 Grand Prix cars and also Drum-
braked Sports-cars are enclosed for all those
who indicated their wish to enter.

If you would like to race at any of these
events but have not received an entry

form with this newsletter, contact
Gifford Street immediately.

EVENTS UPDAT E
(continued from front page)

Dick Smith - more successful in 2005 in his Frazer
Nash Nurburg (above).  Ian Landy enjoying a great

race in his Bugatti (left) www.racingpics.net

Jos Koster ahead of Tony Smith
www.racingpics.net

Pau’s Mayor photo Jim HoulgraveJohn Clark overtaking Tony Smith  photo Jim Houlgrave
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“A Day” for Pensions – Are You Ready?
There is now under a year left to prepare for the new Pension
Simplification regime which will be effective from 6th April 2006 –
also known as “A Day”.

A Day will see the biggest changes to pension planning since the
1950s. All 8 existing pension regimes will be swept away and one,
simplified set of rules will be applied across all pension types. As
ever, there will be opportunities for those forewarned but also pit-
falls for the unwary - all of us will be affected, whether in a positive
or a negative way. In this first article we look at the potential pit-
falls. 

Act before April 6th 2006 to avoid:
55% tax charge: we will each be given a pension “lifetime
allowance” (initially set at £1.5m). A “recovery charge” of 55% will
be applied to pension fund balances over the lifetime allowance.
Anyone who is in danger of exceeding, or has already exceeded,
the lifetime allowance should take professional advice as to what
their options are. By acting before A Day it is possible to protect
the full fund, whatever the value, from the tax charge. Be aware
that the net will also catch those without a “fund” in the obvious
sense - there will be a formula to calculate a notional fund for final
salary scheme members for instance. 

Restricted tax free cash: after A Day no more than 25% of any
new contributions to your pension fund may be taken as tax free
cash (TFC). Many existing pensions will allow individuals to take
up to 100% of their existing fund as a tax free cash sum. For some
individuals there are opportunities to exploit this tax saving by
investing this year for high levels of TFC. However, for other
schemes it may prove difficult to preserve existing rights to high
levels of TFC if action is not taken before A Day. Equally, where an
existing scheme has a low or nil provision for TFC currently, it may
be sensible to delay retirement until after A Day when 25% of the
fund can be taken. 

Restricted borrowing: at the moment Self Invested pensions
permit borrowing of up to 3 times the fund value to buy assets
such as commercial property. After A Day new loans will be capped
at 50% of the fund value in all cases. Act now on any proposed
transactions.

In our next article we will take a more positive look at some of the
opportunities that the Pension Simplification changes will bring –
including:

• No compulsion to buy an annuity – ever
• Immediate annual income tax savings of up to £86,000
• Improved opportunities for inheritance tax planning
• Tax efficient residential property purchase

For a free A Day information pack or to discuss Arbuthnot’s inde-
pendent A Day Review Service, please call Debbie Phillpotts at
Arbuthnot Pensions & Investments on 020 7012 2565

Arbuthnot Latham Team:  Jim Hudson, Katherine White, 
Robert Crofton, Paul Denman and John Reed

Tele: 020 7012 2500  Email: motorsport@arbuthnot.co.uk

Arbuthnot House, 20 Ropemaker Street, London, EC2Y 9AR

M A Y N E W S L E TT E R



Colin Pearcy and the escaping wheel.  photo Jim Houlgrave

HGPCA Drum-braked Sports-cars at Donington - 1st May
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On Sunday May 1st the Drummers opened the
HGPCA’s competitive season at Donington Park
with thirty-one entries leading to twenty-nine
actual starters. New runners included Eddie
McGuire’ s pretty little Gordini T23S, Tony
Bailey’s OSCA, Brian Jolliffe’s Bobtail and Jose-
Maria Fernandes’ very early  Ferrari, bringing
more welcome variety to our splendidly diverse
group.

Coolish morning qualif ying saw John Clark’s
Bobtail quickest (no surprise there) ahead of
Irvine Laidlaw’s 250S, Michael Steele’s HWM,
Adrian van der Kroft’s Bobtail, Tony Smith’s 300S
and Chris Keen’s Kurtis. Some of these cars were
very evenly matched and close racing seemed
likely.

From the grid Clark led with second place going
to Michael Steele from a rocket start. At the end
of lap one the order was Clark, Steele, Laidlaw,
Smith, van der Kroft, Keen and Quattlebaum.
This was unchanged a lap later but Laidlaw
pressed Steele hard and by the end of lap three
the order was Clark, Laidlaw, Steele, van der
Kroft, Keen, Quattlebaum. Smith (in some diffi-
culties) Nick Wigley’s Tojeiro, Josh Sadler’s Allard
and then Hugo Shipley in Tom Candlish’s evoca-
tive Lotus 6. Further back the Frazer Nash's of
Philip Champion and Colin Pearcy were running
very close together.

For several laps there were no changes at the
front but Eddie McGuire sadly brought the little

Gordini into the pits on lap six. On lap ten, how-
ever, Colin Pearcy lost a wheel and was lucky that
this happened at Redgate, where the car became
beached in the gravel. The Craner Curves would
have been a less friendly place for such a hap-
pening . . . . .

As a result of this the Safety Car was brought out
and, while this was happening, Laidlaw passed
Clark down the Craner Curves. Unless a driver
has been injured one wonders whether the Safety
Car should be deployed as frequently as now
seems to be the case. Drivers who are not pro-
fessionals, and not (unlike F1) in radio contact

with their pit, may neither be familiar with the
rules nor the required procedure and anomalies
may occur. 

The race pattern never recovered from this and
when the Safety Car came in, for the last few laps,
the two leading cars were entirely separated from
the rest of the pack and what should have been a
race to the finish was hampered by the need to
pass a group of slower cars. Thus a splendid
turnout of cars and their enthusiastic drivers –
boding well for the Drummers’ season – could
not put on as good a race as might have been.
Results, by class, are set out overleaf.  (ST)

The start of the drum-braked sports car race at Donington on 1st May, 2005  photo Jim Houlgrave
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The two Allards - Josh Sadler ahead of Kerry Horan. www.racingpics.net

Bonhams’ first two Wine, Port & Spirits Sales of
2005 displayed the continuing strength in the mar-
ket for mature claret. 1982 remains the most high-
ly sought after vintage, with Chateau Margaux
reach ing £3,630, Chateau Latour £4,345 and
Petrus £13,750, all per dozen.   Petrus is the most
highly sought after claret in the auction room – a
bottle of the 1948 vintage from a Belgium cellar,
and in impeccable condition, climbed to £1,210
(estimate £600-700) in the April sale.  In the same
sale, a case of Petrus 1989 reached £9,020 and
the 1994 vintage almost £3,000 per dozen, whilst
the 1988 made £2,145 and the 2000 £5,390, both
for cases of 6 bottles in February.   Provenance
and good storage are essential to achieve top
prices at auction and two excellent private cellars
were sold in April with demand for classed growth
claret from the golden decade of the 1980’s
attracting many bids – Chateau Leoville-Lascases
1986 sold for £1320 and Lynch Bages 1986 at
£770 per dozen.  Demand for the 1990 vintage
continues to be strong with Chateau Léoville
Poyferre being knocked down at £825 per dozen
and Carruades de Lafite just short of £400 in
February.

The demand for old and rare bottles has been
exceptionally strong, as these wines are rarely
obtainable outside the auction room and many
prices have been well above estimate.  Many of
these wines are bought as anniversary presents
and the secret is to buy ahead.  40, 50 and 60 year
old wines from the 1945, 1955 and 1965 vintages
are expensive, so if you have an important birth-
day in 2006 or 2007, now is the time to start look-
ing!  In the April sale, 6 bottles of Marques de
Riscal’s Reserva Rioja from 1946 hit almost dou-
ble the top estimate at £440 and three lots of
Royal Oporto Colheita 1937 Port also went for
double their top estimate at nearly £60 per bottle.

Our sales continue to be strong in wines from the
Rhone and Italy as well as Champagne.  The
February sale included 150 lots from an Oxford
restaurant with 6 bottles of Hermitage La Chapelle
1978 from Jaboulet selling for £1540.  Giacomo
Conterno’s legendary Monfortino Riserva Barolo
does not often appear on the market, and an
excellent private collection attracted a good deal
of interest in February, with 6 magnums of 1952
vintage making £900 and 4 bottles of 1955 over
£600.  A case of Gaja’s Barbaresco Sori Tildin
1997 reached £1540 in April.  Mature Champagne
remains consistently successful, if in good condi-
tion - a bottle each of Dom Perignon from 1971
and 1990 vintages sold for £297 in February, over
twice the low estimate.

Port remains a mainstay of the auction room and
demand is always stronger in the second part of
the year for drinking vintages.  A large parcel of
1977 Sandeman has already been consigned for
sale.

We are now taking entries for our next sales in
June and September.  Please contact Anthony
Barne MW (01672 564662) or Richard Harvey
MW (01929 481437) or e-mail us at wine@bon-
hams.com for more information or a valuation.

Catalogues are obtainable on 01666 502200 or
subscriptions@bonhams.com 


