
When earlier in the year the results from the
‘intention to race’ forms indicated limited sup-
port for a return to Estoril, an historic meeting
rather closer to the home base of most members
was looked for. Christine Villalon was organising
a late October meeting at Val de Vienne and with
the valuable intervention of John Harper, now a
local resident, a race for our Grand Prix cars was
included in the programme. Despite this being a
small French club event, including some extra-
ordinary historic cars, it was a well organised
meeting with helpful officials, plenty of paddock
space and good facilities.   The HGPCA are grate-
ful to Steve Lydon and son Dan for invaluable
assistance throughout the weekend.
The track is demanding on both drivers’ concen-
tration and the car brakes. Two hours of track
time was scheduled for the HGPCA which includ-

ed free testing, qualifying practice and two races,
one on Saturday and a second on Sunday. In
passing, it is of note that the Association’s cost to
buy this time was similar to 15 minutes practice
and one 20 minute race in the UK!
The 26 cars entered were reduced by two initial
non-starters and by a further two after testing
when Christopher Mann modified the wheel-base
of his Lotus 18 and Ted Rollason discovered a
water and oil mix in the engine of the John
Beasley Cooper. Despite a rapid gear box change
in the two hours between testing and official
qualifying practice, Rod Jolley used his prior
knowledge of the circuit to post fastest time in
practice with Sid Hoole some three seconds slow-
er in second place. Bill Kirkpatrick led the com-
bined class 7 & 9 with Trevor Needham fastest in
class 10. John Harper was at the very back of the
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Val de Vienne

some of the HGPCA competitors in the pit lane at Val de Vienne, France

HGPCA ANNUAL L UNCH
& PRIZEGIVING

FRIDAY 9th DECEMBER
The Landmark, London
Invitations have been sent to
all members for the Annual
Lunch at the Landmark.  If you
would l ike to come please
return your booking form as
soon as possible.  We need to
confirm numbers by Friday
2nd December.
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Ted Rollason takes the Nash onto the circuit

gr id having discovered that a prolonged
absence of use does not improve race cars!
There was no lunch for the Nuthall crew (father
and sons) whilst they ‘crow-barred’ the front of
Michael Parr’s Cooper Bristol  to straighten the
suspension after a practice off. 
Race one and all competitors had been warned
in the drivers briefing about turn 8 - on the very
first lap it nearly did for Bill Kirkpatrick who was
engulfed in his tyre smoke but made the turn.
Sadly, Francois Duret, a few cars behind, could
not and did not, ending his race in the gravel.
Up front Rod was leading ahead of Sid, Bill and
a fast Brian Jolliffe in his Cooper T45. By lap 2
John Harper was up to fifth place really flying in
the unusual half-wire wheeled Cooper. Mark
Clubb pitted the Mike Haywood car with a bro-
ken differential on lap two and the only other
competitor not to finish was Brian Horwood
who (dare we say it) ran out of fuel. A superb
race was taking place mid-field between Ian
Nuthall in the Alta, Paul Grant in his Cooper
Bristol and Eric Staes in the Lotus 18/21. In
front of them Brian Jollif fe and Tony
Ditheridge, both in Cooper T45s, were just
yards apart for the whole race to finish one
tenth of a second apart, Tony having scrambled
past Brian on the ninth of the twelve lap race.
Sid closed on the leader but was delayed by
back markers to eventually finish some eight
seconds behind Rod. 
As usual, race two started in the finishing order
of race one and with Harps now third on the
grid - a close battle for the front was expected.
An excellent start by Sid  and John saw them
lead Rod into the first corner but by the end of
the first lap, Rod was up to second on the gear-
box of Sid’s wonderful sounding Cooper. The
race one battle between Brian and Tony was
ended when Brian retired with a broken box;
thereafter Tony had a lonely race. Mid-field the
superb race between the Alta, Cooper Bristol
and Lotus was joined by Martin Eyre in his
1500cc Cooper – lap after lap they passed the
start line with no more than five car lengths
covering the four cars. Further back, Michael
Parr in his Cooper Bristol had at last got past
Graham Burrows in a similar car and Ric
Weiland in his Lotus only for Michael’s car to
suffer a misfire and retirement. Meanwhile

Andre Wanty had us all on the edge of our seats
with not one or two, but (was it?) five spins!  (he
did have an oil leak onto his rear tyres, though)
Up front Rod had taken the lead by lap five and
looked to be the race winner but somewhere on
the back of the circuit Sid passed him and pow-
ered away to lead by a couple of seconds. And

then it happened. On the tenth lap, Sid, with
visions of the chequered flag in his mind, spun
just before the start line and stalled the car. John
Harper who had dropped back really closed on
Rod in the last two laps to finish very close
behind – it had been an excellent race with bat-
tles throughout the field.

Race winner, Rod Jolley, flanked by Bill Kirkpatrick (3rd) and John Harper (2nd) at Val de Vienne

Steve Lydon, our Clerk of the Course at Val de Vienne in the collecting area
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O T H E R E V E N T S
OF INTEREST

The 9th International
Trophy/ISP event -

South Africa  Feb 2006
For many years David Piper and Mike Knight
have co-ordinated the European entries for
South Africa.  As usual, there will be two race
meetings, one at Zwartkops Circuit on the
4th/5th February and a second at Killarney
on the following weekend 10th/12th
February.
Invited cars and drivers will be made up from
single-seat racing cars 1955-65 with classes
finalised once entries have been received.
South Africa is a wonderful destination at any
time of the year and in February it is espe-
cially attractive, it is in a similar time zone (so,
no jet lag) and fine food and wine are excit-
ingly economical!  
There is still time for you to enter if you’d like
to.  Alan Baillie assures us that that is always
abundant track time - virtually as much free
practice as one could wish for on Thursday
and Friday.  Full details of the event can be
obtained from Alan - +44(0)118 972 2541 or
fax +44(0)118 972 4568.

Coopers at Monterey
Historic Race Meeting

Laguna Seca, 2006
The annual historic race meeting at Laguna
Seca, California, USA, is celebrating the 50th
year of Cooper cars on the weekend of
18th/20th August, 2006.  Our American mem-
ber, Rodney Smith, who runs a type 53 car is
in discussion with the circuit and is hoping
that as many Cooper cars as possible will
come to celebrate the occasion.
Rod Jolley has had about 26 members show-
ing interest.  If you would like to take part in
the event (even if you have already men -
tioned this to him) please fax Rod
(+44(0)1590 683634) AND contact him by
email (rod@rodjolley.com) to confirm your
interest.  Rod will keep you in touch with
developments on a regular basis.  Cars will
be shipped in containers and delivered to the
circuit at a cost of about £1,500-£2,000 per
car plus insurance.  Cars would be away
from early July to early October.

Not only had the track racing been excellent but
John and Sandra Harper very kindly invited all
HGPCA competitors to their home on Friday
evening for a very pleasant and informal supper

Sid Hoole and Rod Jolley line up for the start of Race 2

party. This, together with a private HGPCA din-
ner at the circuit restaurant on Saturday evening
and exceptionally wonderful weather, made for a
relaxed and enjoyable weekend.  
Thanks to Gerry Hann and Rod Jolley, elements
of the Red Truck hospitality were transported to
one of the pit garages to provide a hospitality
suite where, on Sunday afternoon at prizegiving,
Mike Haywood generously lavished vintage Dom
Perignon amongst competitors by way of special
birthday celebrations.
Would we like to return? Will we return? The cir-
cuit may not be very suitable for drum braked
cars but everything else was very positive includ-
ing immense interest from the locals – watch the
newsletters.

Martin Grant Peterkin, Graham Burrows and Ian
Nuthall relax chez Harper

Ric Weiland in his Lotus 24

Marc Widar, Eric Staes and Andre Wanty
chez Harper

Di and Rod Jolley  chez Harper
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Arbuthnot Latham Team:  Jim Hudson, Katherine White, Robert Crofton, Paul Denman,
Debbie Phillpotts, Simon Whittley

and John Reed

Tele: 020 7012 2500  Email: motorsport@arbuthnot.co.uk

Arbuthnot House, 20 Ropemaker Street, London, EC2Y 9AR

FIA Vehicle Identity
Documents

As we have indicated in previous newslet-
ters the current FIA Historic Ve h i c l e
Identity Forms become obsolete at the end
of next year (2006). The new forms
(Historic  Technical Passports) require
vehicles to be inspected before issue.
Martin Grant Peterkin is one of the MSA
authorised signatories to these forms cov-
ering all pre-war cars and Grand Prix cars
manufactured before 1966. As he has
seen most of the HGPCA cars at our com-
petitions, it may be possible for him to
complete the documentation without a fur-
ther inspection.

If you need a new form for a pre-war car or
a pre 1966 Grand Prix car, call Martin on
01935 872841.



Knighthood Sid Watkins?
Professor Sid Watkins was, for 25 years, Formula 1's chief medical officer and has been
responsible for saving the lives of many drivers and other people at grand prix events. He has
worked tirelessly for motorsport safety as head of the FIA expert advisory safety committee. In
addition to his work in Formula 1, he has also been one of the world's most respected neuro-
surgeons and the founder of the world respected Brain and Spine Foundation. 

He deserves a knighthood and a petition is being compiled on the internet as the first stage in
a campaign to achieve this.  It is too late for the forthcoming New Years Honours list, but they
aim to secure a knighthood for Sid Watkins in the 2006 New Years honours list (31st December
2006). Failing that, at the very latest, the June 2007 Queen's Birthday honours list.

* Online petition with at least 20,000 signatures from F1 employees and fans who feel
Sid Watkins deserves a knighthood.

* When a suitable number of signatures is collected, press releases will be sent out to
the relevant F1 and non-F1 media.

* Letters sent to MP's who have an interest in motorsport and to the sports minister.
We encouraging F1 fans to do so. (a list will be published on this site)

* Publish a link to the Department Of Culture site, where people can fill in nomination
forms.

* The petition will be printed, then presented to Culture Secretary, Tessa Jowell, who is
responsible for the honours list.

* Political lobbying.

The campaign is currently at Stage 1 and aims to be at Stage 2 and 3 by Christmas, and Stage
4 by February 2006. If you would like to add your name to the list of signatures visit www.sid-
watkins.co.uk
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Hospitality packages at
the 2006 Grand Prix

Historique de Monaco 
In collaboration with Frank Sytner, Shane
Hemminway is co-ordinating packages which
members might like to take advantage of at
the Grand Prix Historique de Monaco next
May. The hospitality takes place at the world
famous Cafe de Paris on the rooftop and the
Salon Bellevue.  The Cafe de Paris is per-
fectly situated in Casino Square, the view
from the rooftop is exceptional for the race
car enthusiast.  The food and wine will be pro-
vided by the Cafe de Paris, known for their
outstanding food and service.  There are 3
options for HGPCA members: Gold, Silver
and Bronze, however they can custom make
packages if required.
If you would like more information or to book
a package contact Shane Hemmingway:
shane@monacoevents.com

Member’s UpDate
The 2005 Season ended with successful races at Val de Vienne in France.  Your Board
would like to thank all members who supported Association events during the year
and are delighted that no member was injured in any of our races this year.  On the
subject of accidents, Mary Grant-Jonkers would like to thank all members who con-
tacted her after her unfortunate incident at Spa in October.  We are pleased to hear
that Willie Green is making a good recovery after Goodwood and that Ted Rollason,
despite a barrel-roll during his race at the Revival meeting,was unhurt.  Irvine Laidlaw
was injured on the penultimate day of the Tour Espana and underwent surgery in
London before returning to Monaco where he is recovering well.  He would also like
to pass on thanks to all those who have sent best wishes etc.

Grand Premio do Porto
Souvenir Book

True to his word, Francisco Santos has
published an excellent book about the
June historic race meeting in Porto this
year. The book contains photographs on
the construction of the circuit with script
(all  in Portuguese) and photographs
about all the different races over the
weekend.

The discount cost to HGPCA members is
24.50 euros for the hardcover and 15
euros for soft cover version plus post
and packing.

Please order by email to 
talento@f1talent.com.

If you order before our Annual Lunch
on 9th December, Francisco will
arrange to have them available at the
Landmark for collection.  There will
be a copy on display for members to
look at before lunch.

Santos asked that we let you know you
can view and purchase photographs (by
Francisco Antonio Costa Romeiras) of
the Porto race meeting by visiting
www.aventura.com.pt/upload/ your spe-
cific race and category (eg:
Porto05Pre1961, Porto05Pre1966 and
Porto05GTSport)

GRAND PRIX CENTENARY
GALA DINNER

The HGPCA, in conjunction with our pri-
mary sponsor Arbuthnot Latham together
with other Grand Prix motor clubs, are plan-
ning a suitably grand and appropriate din-
ner to celebrate the 100th anniversary in
2006 of Grand Prix racing.
The event is provisionally booked for the
evening of Saturday 8th April at the Royal
A utomobi le Club in Pall Mal l, London.
Prices are estimated to be in the region of
£150 per head and numbers will be strictly
limited.   Please make a note of the date
and register you likely interest with Stella.

Survey of Historic
Vehicle Movement

across Europe
The Association is  a member of the
Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs
who is the UK’s representative at FIVA
(Federation International des Ve h i c l e s
Ancienne). One of the most important tasks
of FIVA is to monitor the rules made in
Brussels to ensure that they do not restrict
our use of older cars on the public highway.
To assist FIVA in this task, they are con-
ducting a European-wide survey in which
the HGPCA has been asked to assist.
If you have not received the enclosed sur-
vey from any other motor club, please com-
plete and return it to the address shown
before the end of the year.
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Pre ‘61 Grand Prix Cars

Class 1 - Grand Prix cars 1925 - 1934 running on 18” or 19” wheels
Class Winner: Dick Smith (Frazer Nash Nurburg)

2nd in Class: Charles Dean (Type 51 Bugatti)
3rd in Class: Michael Gans (Maserati 4CM) & Ian Fraser Landy (Bugatti T35B)

Class 2 - Grand Prix cars 1935 - 1951 running on 18” or 19” wheels
Class Winner:  Richard Pilkington (Talbot Lago T26)

2nd in Class: Philippe Burckhardt (Monnier)

Class 3 - Voituret te cars pre 1939 of 1.5 litres on 16” wheels
Class Winner: Stefan Schollwoeck (Maserati 6CM)

2nd in Class: Rainer Ott (ERA R9B)
3rd In Class:  Tony Stephens/David Wenman (ERA R12B)

Class 4 - Grand Prix & Voiturette cars 1930 - 1951 over 1.5 litres on 16”  wheels
Class Winners: Mark Gillies/Rodney Smith (ERA) and Jost Wildbolz (ERA R4A)

2nd in Class: James ‘Mac’ Hulbert (ERA R4D)

Class 5 -  Formula 2 cars 1952/1953
Class Winner: Paul Grant (Cooper Bristol)

2nd in Class: Ian Nuthall (Alta)
3rd in Class:  Brian Horwood (Cooper Bristol)

Class 6 - Formula 1 cars 1954 -1958 on 16” wheels
Class Winner:  Jose Albuquerque (Maserati 250F)

2nd in Class: Nick Wigley (Connaught)
3rd in Class: Marc Valvekens (Gordini T16)

Class 7 - Formula 1 cars pre 1961 on 15” wheels
Class Winner: Philip Walker (Lotus 16)

2nd in Class: Mike Haywood (Cooper T45)
3rd in Class: Mart in Eyre (Cooper T43)

and Geoff Williams (Cooper T43)

Class 8 - Tasman and Indianapolis cars pre 1961
Class Winner: Rod Jolley (Monza Lister Jaguar)

2nd in Class: Tony Smith (Ferrari 246 Dino)
3rd in Class: Allan Miles/Gerry Hann (Maserati 250F)

Rear-Engine Grand Prix Cars
Class 9 -  Rear-engine Formula 1/Formula
2 pre 1959 cars of not more than 2 ltrs

Class Winner: Brian Jollif fe (Cooper T45)
2nd in Class: Bill Kirkpatrick (Cooper T45) and Andrew Smith (Cooper T43)

3rd in Class: Mark Clubb (Cooper T45)

Class 10 - Formula 1 pre 1966 1.5 lit re 4 cylinder rear-engine cars
Class Winner: Mark Griffiths (Lotus 18)

2nd in Class: Brian Horwood (Lotus 18/21)
3rd in Class: Tony Bailey (Cooper T59) and Alan Baillie (Cooper T71/73)

Class 11 - Formula 1 pre 1966 1.5 litre multi-cylinder rear engine cars
Class Winner: Sidney Hoole (Cooper T66)

2nd in Class: Duncan Dayton (Brabham BT11)
and Richard Attwood (BRM P261)

Class 12 - Tasman and Intercontinental pre 1966 4 cylinder rear-engine cars
Class Winner:  Michael Schrvyer (Lotus 18)
2nd in Class: Rod Jolley (Cooper T45/51)

3rd in Class: John Harper (Brabham BT4/Cooper T51)

Drum Braked-Sports Cars
Class A - Cars built before 31 December 1955, up to 1100 c.c.

Class Winner: M alcolm Ricketts (Lotus 9)

Class B - Cars built before 31 December 1954, up to 1999 c.c.
Class Winner: Nick Wigley (Tojeiro Br istol)

2nd in Class: Eddie McGuire (Cooper T25 ‘Cooperati’)
3rd in Class: George Edney (Lester Sports)

Class C - Cars built before 31 December  1954, over 1999 c.c.
Class Winners: Michael Steele (HWM Jaguar) and Barry  Wood

(RGS Atalanta Jaguar)
2nd in Class: Chris Keen (K urtis 500S)

3rd in Class: Chris Jolly  (A ston Martin DB2)

Class D - Cars built before 31 December 1958, up to 1999 c.c.
Class Winners: John Clark (Cooper T39 Bobtail) and Adrian van

der Kroft (Cooper T39 Botail)
2nd in Class: Marshall Bailey (Cooper T39 Bobtail)

3rd in Class: Alex Quattlebaum (Elva Mk 3)

Class E - Cars built before 31 December 1958, over 1999 c.c.
Class Winner: Irv ine Laidlaw (Maserati 250S)
2nd in Class: Tony Smith (M aserati 300S)

3rd in Class: Mark Gillies/Rodney Smith (Maserati 300S)

Class F - Cars built before 31 December 1960 - at the discretion of
the HGPCA

Class Winner: David Brock-Jest (Elva Mk 5)

November Social Events
Recent, non-racing events for HGPCA members includ-
ed the Forum and drinks at Arbuthnot Latham.  THE
FORUM, held once again at Bonhams in their stylish
New Bond Street HQ, was attended by about thirty
members who were able to discuss the year’s events
and issues of concern with the Board.  A number of
points were raised in connection with the new HTP
documents, the length of our races, the format of
grids, methods of invitation, etc. and a list of potential
dates and venues for 2006 were presented for com-
ment.  Notes on the meeting’s content will be pub-
lished in a future newsletter inviting comment from
those unable to attend.  Afterwards, a group went on to
dinner at a local traditional Italian restaurant.  
Just a few days later, John Reed and the ‘team’ invited
members to a MOTORSPORTS DRINKS evening at
Arbuthnot Latham’s HQ in the City where, apart from
the free-flowing Veuve Clicquot and delicious nibbles,
members were able to enjoy an interesting display of
paintings by Jill Bradley of current F1 drivers, managers
and owners or play a Scalextric set-up in one of the
rooms whilst gentle jazz music from the Inigma Jazz
Trio emanated from the reception area.  Over 180
guests including more than 40 of our members attend-
ed the very enjoyable evening.


