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Val de Vienne In the wet!

Although only a small French ‘clubbie’ event, oursave itself a lot of money. To add to our disgptial rain on Saturday luckily followed by a diy
visit to Val de Vienne last year was popular withpointment on grid sizes, the weather at Val|dsunny Sunday (until five minutes after the last
the members who chose to compete and sq thieenne was not good. Wet all day Friday, torrgnrace when the heavens opened again).
Association decided to support the 2006 r3c
meeting with two grids, Grand Prix cars of
classes and a race for the “Drummers”.
The initial indication of support for the Grarld
Prix cars was good, some 33 members indicafi
their wish to be invited to race. However the
interest for the drummers was so low that an-ind
vidual letter was sent to all owners of these
warning that the grid would be cancelled unl

Annual Lunch

the HGPCA Annual Linch and
Prizegiving will be held at the
Landmark Hotel in London
on Friday 15th December

A booking fom is enclosed

owners promising to attend. it
For various reasons, some reasonable and oth w%':‘r-._ e
quite inexcusable, the entries didn’'t materialis "

isers d the meding were dsappointed, the
crowd was disappointed, your Board were |
wondering why they try and arrange these r

way around the circuit. www.racingpics.net
Below: Tony Stephens powering along in David
Wenman's ERA. www.racingpics.net

I —— L e e
The tremendous battle for the first front-engine across the line on Sunday was excitingly well fough
lan Nuthall's Alta and Paul Grant's Cooper Bristol. www.racingpics.net
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photo Laurence Parsons

‘unlucky’ 13th position on the grid for Sunday’s race, David Wenman sits ahead of the ‘big boys’ - Sid Hoole, John Harper and Alan Baillie - and alongside

Sunday’s podium: Sid Hoole (3rd), Rod Jolley (1st
and John Harper (2nd) www. racingpics.net

Enough of all these negatives — what were
good things? Superb drinks and supper
Friday for all the HGPCA present at Val de Vien
(50/60 people) at John and Sandra Harper's I

ly house some 20km from the circuit; a sit-do
dinner combined with Gentlemen Drivers a

The Red Truck sits in pole position in the paddock. www.racingpics.net

Sports Racing Masters in one of the hospita
lodges at the circuit for over 120 on Saturd
night and the usual delicious lunches on b
Saturday and Sunday put together by our f
hostess Stella, helped this time by Verity O’'Ne!
Karen Barnes anBee Grant Peterkin.

Only seventeen of the Grand Prix cars mana
to take part in Friday’s qualifying practice, Mart
Eyre’'s Cooper T43 gearbox having broken in
morning testing and the Grants (Paul & Mal
breaking down on their way from Belgium; theyl
finally arrived late on Friday evening. Rod Jollgy
led the field in his Cooper, second was Sidrle
‘oole in his V8 car followed by local man Jolin
‘arper in his faithful Cooper, Alan Baillie led clags
10 with Mark Clubb fastest in class 9. Dayid

Wenman was faster that the Nuthall Alta to |
class 5. Practice ended with Mark's gearljo:
destroying itself and David inspecting the grayeAdrian van der Kroft leading the Bobtail crow

in his Connaught, fortunately without damagq -€hris Jolly really wound up the spring on t?l

but the track was very slippery. Aston to be fifth on the grid.

All ten sports-cars took part in their scheduledaturday dawned bright ad sumy dte the
practice period by which time the track was-dfydamp Friday but by mid-day dark clouds h
ing. Michael Steele was fastest in the HWM witiyathered and the rain started. Powerboat rag
a very impressive Michael Erlich just behind Jnmore aptly described the saloon car race im
the unique Kieft Bristol. David Wenman's Jagyatiiately preceding the HGPCA Grand Prix car ra

Michael Steele’s HWM leads the select group of drum-braked sports-cars. www.racingpics.net

.did not wish to compete. Conditions were s
ghat it was agreed to reduce the race to six
and so the depleted grid of thirteen cars set

Rod Jolle

ch
aps
off

into the spray with Rod in the lead closely-f
hdowed by Mark Clubb. Mark Valvekens, starti
ifgom the pit-lane dter problems getting the

cdield into the first corner.

C type was half a second behind the HWM withand a number of competitors (6) decided th

D|
g

nengine started in the assembly area, followed the
The two leading
egoopers stretched the lead until gear-box stiuck



Page 3

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER

NL9/06

David Wenman'’s Jaguar gets close and personal with Michael Erlich’s Kieft. www.racingpics.net

George Holt's Jaguar being approached by Ollie Crosthwaite’s Cooper Bobtail. www.racingpics.net

Rod Jolley, Barry Cannell and David Wenman ‘chez’ Harper

Mark Clubb again causing a spin and a shortg
of gears; he continued in third place. Dav

Erik Staes earns his pole position ahead of the Pilkingti
Cooper and Wenman Connaught. www.racingpics.ngt

grid the track was drying but had had a fine lipe
of oil spread along the racing line. Brian Jolli
started his Bobtail from the pit-lane and had the
embarrassment of a spin at the first corner|in
front of the course car! The race settled doyvn
into a pattern with Michael Steele in the lead
with the HWM, Michael Erlich a fine second i
the Kieft with the Jaguars of David Wenman apd
George Holt in third and fourth place. T
Bobtails were finding the conditions very diff
cult, Ollie Crosthwaite having a number of spifs
in his bright green car. The Kieft race endgd
with a broken engine making it an all-Jagugr
podium finish — Steele, Wenman and a delighted
George Holt.
Thank goodness that the weather on Sunday yvas
fine. All seventeen working Grand Prix cars togk
to the field for what was to be an exciting rage
not least because all the ‘fast guys’ were on fhe
back of the grid! Rod really stretched the
Cooper on lap one and was in the lead first time
past the pits with Paul Grant's Cooper Bristpl
second and John Harper up to third place.
two and the race order established itself with
Rod leading, John second and Sid Hoole thifd.
Behind them Paul was dropping back, first to pe
passed by Alan Baillie and then lan Nuthall in the
Alta. However, that was as far as he was to dfop
and the battle between lan and Paul was possjbly
one of the best races of the season. The two ¢ars
passed and re-passed each other, never more
than inches apart, and received a well deseryed
ovation from the spectators at the finish.
The very last race of the meeting was the secpnd
sports-car race. Brian Jollliffe bogged down pt
the start (no first gear) depriving the spectatgrs
of a Bobtail battle but this was made up for by a
very spirited drive by Ollie Crosthwaite in hi
similar car. Michael Steele took the lead and
looked set to win but Ollie closed on him ard
even had the Cooper in the lead on lap six of fhe
twelve lap race. An excellent battle developgd
gbetween these two, the nimble Cooper closing
d on the corners but losing out on the straights.

Wenman was driving excellently, holding th
Connaught in fourth place until late brakin

e On the penultimate lap the rain started aggin
which ended any chance for Ollie to take the

Saturday’s podiumiWenman (2nd), Steele (1st)
and Holt (3rd) photo Laurence Parsons

caused a spin into the gravel. On the last lap {hélag.

leading car, Rod Jolley, stopped with a brokgnFor the members who made the trip to Fran
drive shaft and a delighted Erik Staes inherit¢dthere was a lot of track time for your entry fe
the lead. It was truly a Belgian day, Erik Stags(thirty minutes pratice and two twelve lap
first, Mark Valvekens third (after a brilliant drive| races). Add to this a number of test sessions
from the back of the grid in the Gordini) Payl £25 for half an hour and £300 would have giv
Grant fifth and Andre Wanty sixth — four in th¢ all competitors three hours on the track — t
first six places. only event where you could do better would

CE,
€

at
b
he
he

By the time the sports-cars formed up on thethe HGPCA test day - see you at Silverstone!
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LAST CALL for the 10th International Springbok Trophy
- ISP events — South Africa - February, 2007

Mike Knight informs us that they can probably squeeze one or two more cars in but you'll need
to be quick. It's going to be quite a busy trip. The question of reliability of getting cars shipped
on time has been mentioned (they were let down badly by the shippers a couple of years ago).
However, this will be trip number ten and they won't let it happen again!

First event: Zwartkops (near Pretoria) - Fri 2nd/Sat 3rd February. (Note: Sunday 4th February
is held in reserve in case a summer downpour interrupts Saturday’s programme).

Second event: Killarney Circuit near Cape Town - Fri 9th/Sat 10th/Sun 11th February

Invited cars and drivers are made up from 1960-1970 GT/Sports Prototypes and Saloon cars
and 1935-1965 single seaters, with classes devised once entries have been received. There
will be two sprint races for the Saloon/GT/Sports Prototypes plus a one hour one or two driver
race at each venue. Single seaters will have at least two sprint races at each venue with appro-
priate qualifying sessions.

Anyone interested should contact Mike Knight as soon as possible on +44(0)1344 875222 or
email: mk@mkman.demon.co.uk
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HGPCAFORUM

held at Bonham, 101 New Bond &it

The annual HGPCA Forum was held at the offices| of
Bonhams in Bond Street, London on Friday 27th
October — over 25 members attended.
A provisional programme for 2007 was outlined whith
induded our test day a Silverstone in April,
Donington and Pau in May, Dijon in July, Porto and
Silverstone in July. Nurburgring in August and it Js
hoped Brno in September. There might possibly e a
race at Paul Ricard in November.
A question was asked why the Association was pot
supporting Brands again next year. Timetable gnd
cost was the answer but it was agreed that a se¢ond
look at the dates would be made.
Disappointment was expressed that Formula Jumior
cars had been allowed to compete in Associafjon
races on two occasions this year. It was explained that
this occurred when the HGPCA was not able to fill {he
grid with Grand Prix cars.
A request was made that ‘a correspondence column’
be included in the newsletter in future. This
agreed and it was also announced that advertisenents
for sale or wanted from members with eligible cgrs
and/or their parts will be accepted in the newslettef in
the future.

Onsderale dissussion centred aound the
“Intention to race form” which is sent to all membeys
in January each year. It was suggested that this form
be a commitment, that is, when completed by a mg¢m
ber, the member must then enter the race unjess
there are exceptional circumstances. The Chairman
agreed to discuss the matter at the next Board-
ing and a decision will be announced in a subseqyent
newsletter.

Disgppointment was expresed tha ‘frontengine
Grand Rix crs ae not competing with the
Association as often as in past years. The differential
costs of preparing and racing these cars compared
with rear-engine cars was noted. Tay Merrick
explained that earlier this year he had written 60 |et
ters to owners of these cars and he had received ome
favourable responses. Many suggestions were njade
by attendees at the Forum on how to encourage guch
cars to compete — all suggestions will be considergd.
There was a short discussion on the cost of race gntry
fees; the consensus was that the current fee is gbout
right. Many members expressed their views that
membership of the Association was very good value.
A request was made for a second Forum meeting par
ticularly if if were possible to hold it at a race meetifg
when more ‘racing members’ would be able to attend.
Those present were reminded that the AGM of the
Association will take place at Stoneleigh next MarcH at
the time of the Historic Motorshow (now called Rage
Retro) and tha might be an excellent time for
members to raise any concernsand suggestions|that
they might have on the running of the Association if a
second Forum proved impossible to organise.
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Correspondenc

Dear HGPCA Members,

Front-engined G.P. cars and new Race
Grouping/s

The Forum haing ineugurated a crregpon
dence section in the Newsletter, | am writing
follow-up a subject which was raised. WHY D
SO FEW FRONT-ENGINED CARS ENTER??

The Forum brought to the fore that entries
these GP cars (for which the HGPCA was form
are diminishing, but that they are perhaps
most important group in our 'brand' of histo
racing. Out of 20+ attending the Forum the
were only three members who owned fro
engined cars. All three advanced 'excessive ¢
of race preparation’ as major reasons for not
ing their cars.

Motor racing is expensive irrespective of t
engine position, and although the members g
cerned were probably all over 60 years old, so
many members who rae rear-engned cas

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER
2007 Bvents

cars?
In the 2.5 litre F1 from 1955-1960 there wa
natural 'break’ at end 1956 when special fu

NL9/06

Must do date May 2007 -
Spring Bank Holiday

a
els

were banned, AVGAS was made mandatory,|F2 ] ) )
was made 1.5 litre to '58, (and when Form{ilal e first ever GPE event at Donington will s

Junior commenced). It coincided with the intf
tauction of 15" wheels into F 1.

D The wide spectrum of cars with not-too-dissi

ilar performance would comprise Alfa Rome
ofonza, P 3, 8c35, 308, and 158, various Mas§

cirom 4 CM through to 250F, ERAs and Bugattis

h&albot Lago, HWM, various Ferraris up to 'squ
ido, Connaughts Cooper Brigos Veritas
résordini and the F2 1.5 litre Coopers Kiefts etc

ntBut NOT the 2 litre Coopers as they ran with F
bstsvould imagine a 250 F could win, but the res|

awould depend on the combination of car/drive
This pre '57 grouping has been tried by HGP

nebefore. Firstly at the “HGPCA Donington 100" d

obout 1988. Is it not time to try it again? Also a

angush for more pre war GP and 'voiturette' ¢

should be made. They have the potential to

b the launch of GP Euroseries, a joint initiati
from HGPCA, Magers Racing Series and
Ly Arbuthnot Latham. The aim is to build over
o five year period a ‘Lifestyle’ event that trave|
raffurope in 5 or 6 events a year, attracting gf

to NEW Sponsors, spectators and television.
a Based on the existing grids from the HGP(
and The Masters, but will also allow for 1/2 in

btclation race/s relevant to the particular meetirg.

1. Plaming is under wey for the Donington
L [fmeeting, with the gppointment d Goose

- acialist) the event planning aims to create a g
f Sporsarship gopartunity, with tremendous
igfamily spectator appeal and yet remain comp
hrdor friendly. There are some exciting develo]
ifments underway already, but more news wilkf

r. Communications (an international event -spe

Hence this letter to invite comments from fro

engined owners as to what will persuade morg¢ aigt sounds siells and draratic excess d

you to race your cars?

Further, in recalling the ideals of the foundeclose race like this - not a procession!

members, and to re-focus on "spectacle”
period accuracy at the Forum, | proposed

race groupings for the front-engined pre 61 peri _ ' .
od. The current pre '61 class grouping has | r@nother race with great potential for close raci

been HISTORICAL NONSENSE!! It came abo
because in the 60s the VSCC wanted to
Maserati 250F-type GP cars preserved. Far-si
edly VSCC provided races for such front-engin
GP cars to 19680, Over the years dnce, this

front/rear split in the 2.5 litre Formula to end '¢0

has been continued, to the detriment of
happened in period, and of the all importa
closer racing at the front.

Reactions would be welcome to the followi
proposal/s:

Race 1: 1931-1956 (end) for all GP,
Voiturette, F1 + F 2 cars to ‘58

Pre-war and F 1/F 2 cars up to end 1956 on 14
larger wheels, plus F2 to ‘58
would be a much better and closer race thal

thdow over the coming months.
As a shareholder in this initiative, the HGP(
power over grip. HGPCA Racing needs a ggodiS NOW encouraging members to set aside
dates in the diary. This will be a great event 3
if successful, will grow to be a great series
events for our members, with our membgd
benefiting from its success in the long term.
9
1, Avery provisional list of events for 2007 were
hgiven to those attending the Forum. A final
ludist of 2007 dates will be available at the
/3Annual Lunch on Friday 15th December.

t-or certainly to be on the podium, and have all

nd
WRace 2: Allcomers F1 & F2 up to end 1960

t Which also would be historically as in perio
uld be all the cars from the last 3 years of
Jh@.S F1 Formula, plus the faster earlier cars, p
Ldhe VSCC Group 4 cars like the Monza Liste
litre Aston DBRs etc.

This NEW pre '61 race would include: Lotus 16,
h&RM P25, Aston Martin DBR, Ferrari Dino, Tep
nMec, all the 2 and 2.2 litre T 43/T45 Coopers, the

Cooper T 51s and T 53s, Lotus 18s, BRM P481s

and the faster 250Fs and Connaughts etc, which
Gcould enter both race 1 and 2.

All these cars are very similar in performance
(on the same tyres) and depend more on a good
driver than anything else. My guess is that a Lofus
16 (despite being nowhere in period) would sjill

" &F in the top 3, but it would be an amazing rdce.
he tyres would all be R5 or earlier.
N at

n

Test day Silverstone - 19 or 20 April
(VSCC Silverstone — 21 April)
GPE Donington - 5/6/7 May
Pau — 26/27 May
*Val de Vienne — May
(VSCC Oulton — 9 June)
Dijon — 23/24 June
Porto - 13/15 July
Silverstone Classic — 28/29 July
Nurburgring — 10/11/12 August
(Goodwood Revival — 31 Aug/1 Sept)
(VSCC Donington —Aug or Sept)
*Brno — September

Christopher Mann, via email, to the Newslettpr *Paul Ricard — 27/28 Oct

present. But would it encourage more Pre-y

ar London 30 October 200

* event not confirmed

Arbuthnot Latham Team:
Jim Hudson, Karen Barnes, Robert Crofton, Paul Denman

David Heath, Debbie Phillpotts. Andrew Whitton and John Reed

Tel: 020 7012 2500
Email: motorsport@arbuthnot.co.uk

Arbuthnot House, 20 Ropemaker Street, London, EC2Y 9AR
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