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The Silverstone Classic Meeting

A garageful of delights at the Silverstone Classic  www.racingpics.net

The inaugural historic festival at Silverstone in
1991 was sponsored by Christie’s and most of the
entry organisation was done by the HGPCA, led
from the front by Peter Hannen. Christie’s con-
tinued their sponsorship for 1992 but for the fol-
lowing eight years the Coys name was symbolic
with this summer event. Silverstone took the
organisation ‘in house’ from 2001 for the next
two years and, although perhaps not up to the
standard of earlier years, was still a ‘should-not-
miss’ event for competitors. Last year the event
was much lower key, held in June and catered for
a different mix of cars than before.
Confusion reigned earlier in the year when it was
planned to hold a repeat event at Silverstone in
June as well as an event called the BRDC 500 at
the end of July. Finally in late spring both came
together and the Silverstone Classic was born. 
The HGPCA were invited to arrange two grids of
race cars for this new event and your Board set-
tled on one race for our dbsc cars and a two

headed race for Grand Prix cars. 
Silverstone did not have the funds to arrange the
wonderful hospitality  of  earlier  events but,
notwithstanding 2005’s shortcomings, they tried
and are to be congratulated for their continued
interest in historic cars and, with the help of
encouragement and sponsorship from Bonhams
and enthusiasm from competitors, the Classic
will grow from strength to strength.
Members present at the meeting wil l have
noticed that the time scale for the event has
moved on somewhat; Pre war cars are catered for
in the BRDC 500 and they are, of course, grids for
Grand Prix cars of the 1950’s and early 1960’s but
there was a marked emphasis on later Grand Prix
cars and Group C (Le Mans type) cars. This is an
intended move by Silverstone. 
Friday was set aside for testing and official prac-
tice and members new to the Silverstone Historic
Grand Prix circuit will have realised what a won-
derful circuit it is compared to any of the shorter

versions. On Saturday the ‘drummers’ were the
first race of the afternoon and no less that 36 cars
lined up on the grid. Forty-one Grand Prix cars
took part in qualifying practice for the Grand Prix
car race later that afternoon although not this
number managed to finish the race!

The Dr ummers opened the 2005
Silverstone Classic on the Saturday morn-
ing, being Race 1 of a 17 race meeting.

An excellent turnout included most of the lead-
ing regular runners plus Richard Wills, who has
not raced much with us lately, and BRDC
Chairman Stuart Rolt, for whose father’s Trophy
we were racing. Stuart brought a delectable
Aston Martin in more or less road trim: older
readers may recall its appearance in the movie
Checkpoint. In addition, to replace Dean Butler’s
Bocar, Mike Windsor-Price brought an amusing
early Turner Sports, bug-eyed but not like a
Sprite since it more closely resembled a late
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left to right: Irvine Laidlaw, Mark Gillies and Chris Keen.  www.racingpics.net

Bob Gilbert, happy at last in the Connaught.  www.racingpics.net  

Nick Wigley’s Connaught ahead of Sebastian Welch’s Cooper.  www.racingpics.net

1940’s H.R.G.
Qualifying “information sheet: 10”, signed by
both the Clerk of the Course and the Chief
Timekeeper, showed pole position speed at
61.41mph (actually about 85). This was proba-
bly due to the circuit length being shown as
2.249 miles – the International Circuit – rather
than the 3.144 miles of the GP Circuit. I don’t
think Jimmy Brown would have been
impressed!
John Clark was on pole by half a second from
Mark Gillies in Rodney Smith’s 300S, Laidlaw’s
250S, van der Kroft’s Cooper and Orosco in the
Scarab (which sadly  did not race). Ollie
Crosthwaite was eighth – well placed, after very
little track time this year – ahead of Richard
Wills. David Wenman unfortunately had a major
“off” badly damaging the C-Type but reap-
peared bruised and stiff.
Off the grid we lost von Schenk’s Maserati –

gear selection – and George Cooper’s little T.10
came in to retire at the end of lap 1. After lap 2
the order was Gillies from Clark, van der Kroft
and Laidlaw with Crosthwaite up to fifth, fol-
lowed by Steele’s HWM, Keen’s Kurtis, Wills’
Lola – pushing hard, Sadler’s Allard and Wood’s
RGS Atalanta. By lap 4 Laidlaw had passed van
der Kroft while, further back, Marshall Bailey and
Tony Smith (problems in practice) had passed
Wood.
By lap 5 the order was Gillies, Laidlaw (passing
Clark who had brake balance problems) with van
der Kroft fourth, then Crosthwaite, Steele then
Wills who had passed the Kurtis, Sadler and
Bailey. On the next lap Crosthwaite – who

achieved the fastest lap of the race, three sec-
onds faster than he had managed in practice –
had passed van der Kroft and was close to Clark,
while further back Wigley had passed Milligan
and Quattlebaum.
So the race ran out, with Tony Smith passing
Bailey’s Cooper but being re-passed and Milligan
re-passing Wigley. Close finishes further down
the field included Hugo Shipley in Tom
Candlish’s little Lotus just ahead of N ick
Finburgh in the family C-Type, Ted Rollason just
ahead of George Edney and Malcolm Ricketts
just ahead of David Cottingham. All this got com-
mentator Ian Titchmarsh excited!  It was a good
race. (ST)

Schryver, Cannell, Dayton and Gilbert.  www.racingpics.net

Dayton, Gillies, Jolley.  www.racingpics.net



Duncan Ricketts’s Connaught being chased by
Burckhard von Schenk.  www.racingpics.net
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EVENTS UPDAT E

Donington Park 3rd & 4th September
At this meeting the HGPCA has organised a grid of pre 1966 rear-engine Grand Prix cars. With
the co-operation of the VSCC, we have put together a grid of pre 1961 Grand Prix cars and
have encouraged HGPCA members to enter the Drum-braked Sports-car race being organised
by the VSCC. As can be seen from the list of entries in this newsletter, there has been an excel-
lent response.

This is a two-day meeting (Saturday & Sunday) although testing will be possible on Friday,
details of which will be sent with competitors final instructions.   
Planned timings are as follows

Saturday morning practice for pre 1961 Grand Prix Cars (The Flockhart Trophy) with race
mid afternoon.

Sunday morning practice for the dbsc cars and the 1966 Grand Prix cars with both races in
the afternoon. 

In addition to these races there will be the VSCC Seaman Trophy races, a Formula Junior
race, a demonstration of historic motor-cycles, the Lansdowne race for these motor-cycles and
a display of modern F1 Ferrari race cars. Finally, there will be a display and race for Maserati
cars. It is expected that 21 Maserati 250F race cars will be at the meeting, 14 of which will be
raced.

Advance tickets for VSCC members can be booked the Club office or go to www.see
red.uk.com for further details.

Val de Vienne - 29/30th October, 2005
We are delighted to be able to confirm that the Association will be supporting the race meeting
at the circuit of Vigeant (Val de Vienne) in France on the weekend of 29th & 30th October 2005;
the event is a two-day meeting on Saturday and Sunday. Outline timings are twenty minutes
un-timed testing on Saturday morning, twenty minutes qualifying practice mid-day Saturday, a
twenty minute race on Saturday afternoon and a further twenty minute race on Sunday.

The circuit is situated about 50km south east of Poitiers approached by the D8 from I’Isle
–Jourdain and is marked on the Michelin 1:200 000 map. The circuit is 3.757km long, relative-
ly flat and has sixteen corners, ten to the right and six to the left. The Association race will be
open to Grand Prix cars of classes 1 to 12. On closing date, it is intended to select entries to
ensure the minimum speed differential between the fastest and slowest competitors; any
entries that have to be refused will be informed immediately. Unless we receive fewer than the
minimum number of starters allowed on the circuit, thirty four, entries after Monday 3rd October
(closing date) will not be accepted.

Other races at the meeting are likely to include Maxi 1000 race, saloon cars, endurance for
Sports cars, Formula Ford cars etc. Further details of these races will be given when con-
firmed. It is planned to have the HGPCA ‘Red truck’ at the meeting and hospitality arrange-
ments are in hand.  Please complete entry form enclosed.

In a two part race, it is the policy of the HGPCA
that only the second race counts for the official
Association results – the first race being a quali-
fying race to take part in the second race.
Unfortunately, by Sunday afternoon when the
second race started, the grid had been reduced
to thirty-two due to a number of mechanical fail-
ures and other problems. Possibly the race of
the day was the continuing battle between two
cars - Mark Gillies in Rodney Smith’s ERA and
Alan Baillie in his Lotus 18 - surprising with 26
years between their dates of manufacture!  An
unfortunate incident caused Jean-Louis Duret
and Marshall Bailey to collide causing damage
which prevented the cars continuing to race
here as well as at the Nurburgring.
The new splendid awning for the Association
‘Red-Truck’ was on display for the first time and
made a very welcome home for members over
the weekend particularly on Saturday evening
when a excellent impromptu BBQ was held.
Our thanks to Terry and Scott, Mark Griffiths
and Nick Wigley who all took their turn as out-
door chef.

Philip Walker’s Lotus ahead of Mark Gillies being
chased by Rod Jolley.  www.racingpics.net

Drummers starting grid.  www.racingpics.net
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33rd OldTimer Grand Prix at the Nurburgring

Mary Grant-Jonkers and Julia de Baldanza.  www.racingpics.net 3 250Fs: Hinderer, Baulino and Bscher.  www.racingpics.net

The Reds (Maserati) and Blues (Monnier and
Bugatti).  www.racingpics.netJos Koster (Maserati 250F) tries to stay ahead of Stefan Schollwoeck (Maserati 6CM).  www.racingpics.net

After a four year gap, the HGPCA was able to
organise two grids of race cars this year at the
AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix at the Nurburgring. In
addition to our usual pre 1961 front-engine
Grand Prix car race, Hubertus Donhoff drew the
attention of the organisers to the merits of the
pre 1966 rear-engine Grand Prix cars and per-
suaded them to make room in the programme
for such race; the Association’s response was an
excellent grid of 31 cars. 
This is a good opportunity to remind Association
members of the wonderf ul support that we
receive form Hubertus. Not only does he ensure
that we are able to compete at the Nurburgring
with our Grand Prix cars (both front and rear
engine) but he also organises a wonderful BBQ
on Friday evening. Members should note that all

HGPCA competitors in both our races were invit-
ed to this very select evening – thank you
Hubertus, Klaus Werner and Mario Linke.
There was the usual drama over paddock space
on arrival at the circuit. Unbeknown to us, the
organisers had changed the allocation of pit-
garages not only for the HGPCA but everyone.
However, the officiousness of previous years is
but a memory – the paddock marshals really
tried to help sort out the problems and the diffi-
culties were overcome.  We should accept such
small problems in such a huge undertaking and
remember what a spectacular event the Oldtimer
GP is.
Entries for the pre 1961 Grand Prix car race was
augmented by the addition of ten entries via the
Shell/Ferrari/Maserati/Challenge - most of whom

were HGPCA members, resulting in a full grid of
wonderful Grand Prix cars manufactured before
1961. 
Practice for the rear-engine car race was sched-
uled for the same time as the drivers’ briefing for
the other HGPCA race; it being not possible to
attend both the only report available is from the
results where Michael Schryver’s Lotus 18 head-
ed the sheet with Rod Jolley some three seconds
slower in his Cooper. Non-starters included two
cars damaged at Silverstone Classic and two 1.5
litre Coopers transferred to the pre 1961 race.
Leading class 10 was Alan Baillie in his Cooper
T71/73 (very interesting to see a clone of this car
parked in the same pit garage!) while Bill
Kirkpatrick headed class 9 with his Cooper. 
The most obvious drama in the pre 1961 practice



Guest competitor Salodini Daniele in his JBW ahead of Erik Staes and Brian Horwood (Lotus 18/21) 
and Ric Weiland (Lotus 24). www.racingpics.net
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Max Blees keeping ahead of Brian Horwood who is being chased by Bill Kirkpatrick, Brian Jolliffe and Andre Wanty.  www.racingpics.net

was to see Michael Rudnig heading the time
sheets with his Bentley. The first edition shown
him to have completed a lap at 2753kph (Frank
Williams was on the phone!); in fact Joaquin
Folch was fastest in his Lotus 16 with Thomas
Bscher some two seconds slower in his Maserati
250F.
Paul Grant broke a head gasket on his Cooper
Bristol requiring an overnight re-build and Nick
Wigley had the output shaft from the gearbox
break; and overnight mend by weld and pin
repaired him for the race on Saturday but,
unfortunately, the mend was to be short lived.
Programme changes were the inclusion of
Martin Eyre and Geoff Williams in their Coopers
into class 7 and Allan Miles, not driving the
Hann 250F but the lovely little T41 Cooper.
The first HGPCA race was for the older cars and
because of differing problems, three cars start-
ed from the pitlane. On the track Joaquin Folch
had the Lotus in the lead, Rod Jolley was second
in the Lister Monza with Thomas Bscher very
close behind in his Maserati. Rainer Ott made
an excellent start in his ERA to lead his rival in
class 3, Stephan Schollwoeck, in the black 6CM
Maserati. Further down the field, Charles Dean
was demonstrating with his Bugatti that skill
and determination can overcome age (car not
driver) and was keeping the mirrors of Paul
Grant’s Cooper Bristol full. Just behind them
another excellent dice developed between the
Cooper Bristol of Brian Horwood and the rear-
engine Cooper of Allan Miles. By the second lap
Thomas Bscher had overcome Rod Jolley for
second place and Joaquin steadily increased his
lead on the Maserati, all three to finish in this
order. Stephan Schollwoeck  passed Rainer Ott
to win class 3 and Paul Grant was the first car of
class 5 home. 
Two hours after this race the pre 1966 rear-
engine cars had their first race. A poor start off

the line by Ted Rollason was quickly improved
on and at the end of the first lap he was holding
fourth place behind a flying Michael Scyryver
and a very close race between Rod Jolley and
Alan Minshaw for second place. Further down
the field, the BRM of Richard Attwood was not
behaving in presidential manner and he was not
to be contender for the podium. Up front,
Michael Schryver disappeared into the distance
but the race of the afternoon developed
between Alan Minshaw and Rod Jolley for sec-
ond place, both being ahead on different laps.
Barry Cannell, also a contender for a podium
finish, ruined his chances by a spin as did Alan
Minshaw on his very last lap; this  elevated Ted
Rollason to third place behind Rod Jolley.
A cold, damp, misty dawn on Sunday greeted
the HGPCA competitors in the second race for
the pre 1966 grid. The Mini Challenge (a race
for these BMW made cars) had bumped our

grid off their prime spot at 11am to the rather
unfriendly start time of 8.30am; surprisingly
even at this hour there were a few spectators in
the grandstands. The crowds from Saturday
missed a splendid battle for the lead between
Michael Scyryver in his Lotus 18 and Rod Jolley
in his older Cooper T45/51. Because of his prob-
lems in race one, Richard Attwood had decided
to start form the very back of the grid and,
although the engine was not running properly,
he was, by half distance, up to sixth or seventh
place and as the finish results would show,
missed a podium finish by a mere second. John
Brindlay was guest driving for Alan Minshaw in
the Brabham – rather unfortunate weather for
your first race in the car! Michael appeared to
have the race in the bag until a mistake on the
seventh lap saw Rod back in the lead, a position
he was not able to hold. Further back, Chris
Mann had the Lotus 18 running but could never
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Michael Schryver ahead of Alan Minshaw, Rod Jolley, Bill Kirkpatrick and Ted Rollason. www.racingpics.net

Fine Sporting Guns and Vintage Firearms

At Bonhams our sales of sporting guns cover a
wide range of both firearms and related shooting
items. Shooting accessories are selling very well
now. Placefinders and game-counters, dog’s head
whistles and every variety of guncase, cartridge-
magazine or cartridge-bag attract a huge amount
of interest. They also make very good presents!
An Asprey’s cartridge-placefinder in either silver or
brass and copper sells for over £1,000 and a gold
version would make well over £2,000. Good qual-
ity cartridge-magazines, especially those with a
maker’s label are always popular and generally
make between £400-600 depending on size and
cond it ion. Except ional examples make much
more. We have also noticed a huge increase in
demand for taxidermy and other hunting trophies.
Polar bear skins with a full mount head have sold
for as much as £6,500 and a fine quality tiger skin
can make up to £3,000. Lady’s shooting acces-
sories have started to appear reflecting the female
popularity of the sport. We recently sold a leather
handbag made in Nairobi and covered with the
mask of a leopard for £660 and jewellery made of
ivory and elephant hair is selling well. Now to our
stock in trade, the firearms themselves. The gen-
eral rule is the same throughout the art and auc-
tion market. Quality and good original condition
are the two most important factors to look out for.
Best quality English sidelock ejectors from the
best makers always sell well, for example Purdey,
Holland & Holland and Boss, both single guns and
pairs, and there are always buyers for good quali-
ty boxlock ejector guns by makers such as
Cogswell & Harrison, W.W. Greener and Webley &
Scott. For a while there has been much interest in
small calibre guns, .410, 28-bore and 20-bore,
especially from our American buyers, and over-
and under guns, especially those from the best
English or Continental makers are always popular.

For further info rmation p lease con tact Chris
Austyn  on 020 7393 3815 or by e-ma il
chris.austyn@bonhams.com

The next sale of Fine Sporting Guns and Vintage
Firearms will be held at Knightsbridge on 30th
November 2005.

feature well up the results because of a number
of spins!  He had managed to solve the gearing
problems suffered at Brands and Silverstone so
there was some consolation to be had.
A well attended prizegiving saw every competi-
tor receive an award from Annette Roth, the
hard working lady from CHRSN who administers
all the entry forms.  
Sunday had started damp, cold and misty for the
pre 1966 race but by late morning the sun broke
through and it promised to be a fine afternoon.
Were we mistaken!  Right on time f or the
pause/pitwalk the heavens opened and the
Nurburgring suffered one of those typical Eifel
mountain storms -  everything stopped and
everyone took cover. Despite this torrential
downpour, by the time the pre 1961 Grand Prix
cars assembled just before 4pm for their race,
the track was drying, helped, to an extent, by the
large slick tyres of  the preceding race for
SuperSports cars.
Thomas Bscher made a slow start in his Maserati
and it was not until lap three that he had man-
aged to overtake Rod Jolley’s flying Monza
Lister. Ian Nuthall in the Alta, having failed in
race one, started from the back of the grid but,
by lap three, was up to tenth place just behind
Paul Grant. The two Maserati cars of Jos Koster
(250F) and Stefan Schollwoeck (6CM) were lin-
ing up for a great race when it was all stopped

on lap five by the red flag.
Guest driver, Helmut
Gassmann, driving the beauti-
ful ex- Earl Howe Maserati
8CM had gone off the track.
He suffered a broken shoul-
der and ribs and successfully
underwent an operation on
his vertebrae but will remain
in hospital for some time.
None of his injuries were life
threatening and the
Association would like to send

Helmut their best wishes for a full recovery.
As always, the Oldtimer Grand Prix had been a
superb race meeting; many wonderful cars,
good racing – just a pity about that first corner.
Requests have been made for a change but this
seems unlikely to happen.
There were awards for all at the HGPCA prize-
giving and our grateful thanks to Christoph
Keller and Ric Weiland for the generous use of
their tent as an HGPCA centre for gossip, hospi-
tality and awards.

Francois Duret, Barry Cannell and Erik Staes. www.racingpics.net

Arbuthnot Latham Team:  Jim Hudson, Katherine White, 
Robert Crofton, Paul Denman, Debbie Phillpotts, Simon Whittley

and John Reed

Tele: 020 7012 2500  Email: motorsport@arbuthnot.co.uk

Arbuthnot House, 20 Ropemaker Street, London, EC2Y 9AR


